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FADE I N:
I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - DAWN

A large-screen color TV dom nates a room sparsely decorat ed
with expensive furniture of the twenties. There are no
books, nmmgazi nes, newspapers to be seen. A nan, CHANCE, is
in bed, sleeping. H s eyes slowy open, and, with no change
of expression, he sits up and turns on the TV with a renote
control. He reaches for a pocketwatch on the bedside table,
and, as he looks at it, the watch chinmes. He gets out of
bed, crosses to the closet, his eyes never straying fromthe
TV. Chance puts on a bathrobe and | eaves the room

I NT. POTTI NG ROOM - DAWN

The roomis filled with the tools of a gardener. Chance enters
and turns on a 1940's black and white TV that sits on a shelf.
A wheel with colored gels spins in front of the set, giving

an early formof color television. He waters a few of the

in the potting roomas he watches TV.



I NT. GARAGE - DAWN

Chance, with a dust rag and feather duster, cleans off a 1935
linpbusine, in perfect condition

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - DAWN

Chance takes off his robe, hangs it in the closet, changes
channel s on the TV, then goes into the bathroom

EXT. GARDEN - MORNI NG

Alight snowis falling in a garden between a three-story
brick townhouse and a one-story rear building, guarded on
either side by a high brick wall. The door to the rear
bui | di ng opens, Chance peeks out, then goes back inside. A
monent passes and Chance reappears, this time with an
unbrella. Smartly attired in suit and tie, Chance, with an
eye on the garden, crosses to the townhouse.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - REAR ENTRANCE/ HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Chance enters, hangs his unbrella on a door knob, then
crosses through the hall. As he goes, we reveal that the
furniture in the house is covered with sheets.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - DI Nl NG ROOM - MORNI NG

A large table, covered with a sheet except for two place-
settings. A TVis on the table. Chance cones into the
room sits and turns on the television. He watches the
screen for a nonent, then turns, as if expecting soneone.
No one appears, so he turns back to the TV. After a tine.
footsteps are heard and Chance snmiles. LOU SE, an elderly
Bl ack maid, hurries into the room visibly distraught.

CHANCE
Good nor ni ng, Loui se.

LQUI SE
(out of breath)
He's dead, Chance! The A d Man's

dead!
CHANCE
(flatly, turns
back to TV)
.1 see.
LOU SE

Must of happened durin' the night,

| don't know...Lord, he wasn't
breathin' and as cold as a fish.

| touched him just to see, and

you believe me, Chance - that's
doin' nore than | get paid to

do... Then | just cover him

up, pulled the sheet over his head..



CHANCE
(noddi ng)
Yes. |'ve seen that done.

LOUI SE
... Then | get the hell out of that
room and call the doctor and
think I woke hi m probably, he wasn't
any too alert. He just said, 'Yeah
he's been expectin' it and said he'd
send sonebody over...' Lord, what a
nmorni n' !

CHANCE

(wat ches news,

fl ashes of season's

first snowfall)
...Yes, Lousie, it's snowing in
the garden today. Have you
| ooked outside and seen the snow?
It's very white.

A beat of silence from Louise, then anger.

LOU SE

Gobbl edegook! Danmmt, Boy! |Is
that all you got to say? Mdre
gobbl edegook?

(Chance smil es,

is silent)
That O d Man's layin' up there
dead as hell and it just don't
make any difference to you!

Lousi e takes a long | ook at Chance, then softens, sits
next to him

LOUI SE ( Cont ' d)

Oh, Lord, Chance - | don't know
what | was expectin' fromyou..
I"'msorry for yellin' like | did..
No sir, | just don't know what |

was expectin'..
(Chance doesn't
react, watches TV)
.1 'spose |'d better gather up
sonme breakfast for you..

CHANCE
(a turn to her)
Yes, |'mvery hungry.
LOUI SE
(rises, |ooks upstairs)
Well, no nore stewin' those prunes
every nornin', that's sonethin',

| guess...

(she starts out,

stops by the door)
... \What are you goin' to do now,
Chance?
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CHANCE

(gazing at TV)
I"mgoing to work in the garden

Loui se gives Chance another | ook, then turns to | eave.

LOU SE
(as she goes)
...1"1l get you sone eggs.

Chance nods in approval, then changes the channel on
the TV.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - SERVANT' S STAI RMAY - MORNI NG

An encl osed stairway. Chance enters, proceeds up the
stairs.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Chance cones out of the doorway adjoining the main stair-
case. He noves off down the hall

I NT. TOWN HOUSE - OLD MAN S ROOM - MORNI NG

The furniture in this roomis not covered with sheets -

but the AOd Man is. There is a knock a the door, then
Chance enters the room He stands by the bed for a nonent,
Then reaches down and pulls the sheet back fromthe AQd
Man's face. He touches the man's forehead, briefly, then
repl aces the sheet. Chance noves to the the TV and turns it
on. He sits in an easy chair next to the Add Man's bed
and watches a novie fromthe early forties. Chance puts
an armout, rests it on the Ad Man's covered body. He
becones absorbed in a scene in which a gentlenman tips his
hat to a lady. The scene seens to have 'sunk into" his

m nd.

EXT. GARDEN - MORNI NG

It has stoppped snowi ng. Chance, wearing a hat, and a
gardeni ng apron over his suit, putters in the garden

Loui se, dressed warmy, cones out of the main house. Chance
sees her, tips his hat exactly like the man he saw on

t el evi si on.

LOU SE
...\Well, ain't you the gentl enan
t hi s norning...
(a pause)

...1"mgonna go now, Chance..

CHANCE
(resunes wor ki ng)
Yes.

LOU SE
You' re gonna need sonebody, sone
one's gotta be around for you..
(he keeps wor ki ng)



12.

13

...You oughta find yourself a
| ady, Chance. .
(she smiles slightly,
with caring)
...But | guess it oughta be an
old | ady, 'cause you ain't gonna
do a young one any good, not wth
that little thing of yours..
(she reaches out,
puts a hand on his
shoul der)
...You re always gonna be a little
boy ain't you?
(he smiles, keeps
wor ki ng)
... Goodbye, Chance..

Lousi e hugs and ki sses Chance, then turns to go.

CHANCE
(as she goes)
Goodbye, Loui se.

Loui se waves as she enters the townhouse. Chance tips
his hat once again as she di sappears.

I NT. TOMN HOUSE - FRONT HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Loui se enters the hallway, picks up a couple of suit-
cases waiting by the door. She stops as she sees TWD
Men carrying a stretcher down the main staircase. A
THIRD MAN, a nortician, follows behind.

LOUI SE

...He used to be a big man. ..
' Spose he wasted away to about
nothin' ...

(a beat - then

she talks to the

body of the Ad

Man)
I guess I'lIl be goin' off to
find me some fol ks, Ad Mn..
I'mnot batty enough to stay
around t hi s nei ghborhood any
| onger. .

The stretcher bearers nove to the front door. Louise
steps in front of them

LOU SE
Wait up! I'mgoin' out that
door first.

Loui se takes one nore | ook at the covered body, then
openes the front door, | eaves.

EXT. GARDEN - DAY

Chance's pocketwatch chinmes as he looks at it. He
renoves his gardner's apron as he wal ks toward the
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t ownhouse.
I NT. TOMHOUSE DI NIl NG ROOM

Chance enters and sits at his place. He turns on the TV,
and watches for a nonment, then turns, |ooks for Louise.
She does not appear so he resunes watching TV. He changes
channels, views a wildly exciting game show. At a

peak in the excitenent, he again sw tches channels to news
coverage of the President of the Unite States greeting
foreign dignitaries at the Wiite House. CLOSE SHOTS on
tel evision reveal that the President uses a two-handed
handshake when neeting his guests. Chance grips one hand
with the other, the scene on TV seening to have 'sunk into'
his nind.

I NT. TOMHOUSE - FRONT HALLWAY - DAY

A key is heard in the lock. The door opens and THOMAS
FRANKLI N and SALLY HAYES enter. Franklin, an attorney, is
in his late thirties, carries a large breifcase. Hayes is
younger, attractive, also an attorney. She totes a brief-
case, has the | ook of a nodern wonman

FRANKLI N
(as they enter)
He and ny father used to ride to-
gether back in the thirties..
Fox hunting... Before |I was born..

HAYES
(1 ooki ng around)
WIl you give ne a tour?

FRANKLI N
dadly..
(he sniles)
... The safe is in M. Jenning's
bedroom that'll be stop nunber
one.

Franklin puts a hand on Hayes' shoul der as they go toward
the stairway. Suddenly, they stop, listen to the off-
stage TV.

INT. TOMHOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Chance still watches TV as Franklin and Hayes appear in
the doorway. They are surprised to see Chance.

FRANKLI N
... \Wy...Hello, we thought we
heard sonet hi ng. .
(rmoves to Chance,
hand out stret ched)
... 1"m Thomas Franklin.

Chance renains seated, takes Franklin's hand warmy in
both of his Iike the President did on TV.

CHANCE



Hel | o, Thomas...|'m Chance,
t he gardener.

FRANKLI N
(a beat)
... The gardener?
(thinks it's a joke,
I aughs)
...Yes, of course...M. Chance,
this is Ms. Hayes.

Hayes nmoves to shake Chance's hand.

HAYES
M. Chance, |'mvery pleased to
neet you

CHANCE

(doesn't rise,
agai n shakes with
bot h hands)

Yes.

Chance turns back to the TV. Hayes and Franklin ex-
change | ooks, there is an uneasy pause.

FRANKLI N
We're with Franklin, Jennings
and Roberts, the law firm handling
the estate.

CHANCE
(a snmle, totally
at ease)
Yes, Thonmas - | understand.

FRANKLI N
...Are you waiting for soneone?
An appoi nt nent ?

CHANCE
I"mwaiting for ny lunch

FRANKLI N
Your |unch? You have a | uncheon
appoi nt rent here?

CHANCE
Louise will bring nmy |unch.

FRANKLI N
Loui se?... The nmai d?..

(a | ook to Hayes)
But she should have left earlier
t oday. ..

CHANCE
(smles at Hayes)
| see...

FRANKLI N
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(a beat)
Al'l ki dding aside, M. Chance,
may | ask just what you are doi ng
her e?

CHANCE
I live here.

Franklin stares at Chance as Hayes unzi ps her briefcase.
EXT. GARDEN - AFTERNOON

Chance tal ks to Franklin as Hayes qui ckly checks through
sonme paperwor k.

CHANCE
The A d Man hinsel f used to
visit ny garden. He would
read and rest here.

FRANKLI N
Come now, the deceased. .
(catches hinsel f)
M. Jennings was bedridden for
at least the last thirty-five
years, since he fractured his
Spi ne.

CHANCE
Yes, Thomas. Then he stopped
visiting ny garden
(points to a smal

ar ea)
| planted a lot of tulips right
there. | like to watch them
gr ow.
HAYES
(1 ooki ng up

from papers)
There is no nention of a gardener.
In fact, according to our inven-
tories, there hasn't been a man
enpl oyed here since 1933...except
for a M. Joe Saracini, a brick
mason, who did sone repairs to a
wall. He was here for two-and-a-
hal f days in 1952.

CHANCE
Yes, | renenber Joe. He was very
fat and had short hair and showed
me pictures froma funny little
book.

HAYES
...Sone pictures?

CHANCE
Yes. O nen and wonen.
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HAYES
. Oh.

FRANKLI
Just how | ong have you

N
been

living here, M. Chance?

CHANCE
Ever since | can renenber, since
I was a child. | have

wor ked in the garden.

al ways

HAYES
... The you really are a
gar dener ?

CHANCE
Yes.

(agai n points off)

...M roses..

FRANKLI

N

... will need sone proof of
your having resided here, M.

Chance.

CHANCE
You have ne, | am here.

What

nore proof do you need?
(he starts toward

rear building, points
of f)
That's where Joe fixed the wall.
FRANKLI N
(starts after Chance)
Are you related to the deceased,
M. Chance?
CHANCE
No. | don't think so.
(1 ooks back to garden)
In the springtinme, you will be

able to see ny flowers.

Chance goes into the garage.
Hayes fol |l ow.

| NT. GARAGE - AFTERNOON
Chance enters, Franklin and Ha

FRANKLI

A perpl exed Franklin and

yes cl ose behi nd.

N

(1 ooking at Iino)

That's a nice car. Do
it, M. Chance?

CHANCE

you drive

|'ve never been in an autonobil e.

HAYES



You' ve never been in a car?

CHANCE
Ch, no. |'ve never been all owed
out si de of the house.

19 I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - AFTERNOON

Chance turns on the TV as Hayes and Franklin inspect the
room

CHANCE

| used to listen to the radio,
then the A d Man started giving
me television sets, this one
has a renpote control...|l like to watch. ..

(nmotions to bed)
You see? This is my bed..

(to cl oset)
... This is ny closet..

(to bathroom
... This is nmy bathroom..

HAYES
(goes to closet)
You have a very handsone ward-
robe, M. Chance.

CHANCE
Yes. | amallowed to go to
the attic and use the A d Man's
clothes. They all fit me very
wel |

HAYES
It is amazing how these cl ot hes
have cone back into style.

FRANKLI N
Coul d you show us sonething with
your address? A driver's license,
a checkbook? Anything to show
that you were enpl oyed here?

CHANCE
| don't have any of those things.
HAYES
How about a birth certificate?
CHANCE
Ch, no.
FRANKLI N
What are your plans now, M.
Chance?
CHANCE

My plans are to work in ny
gar den.



HAYES
How rmuch nmoney did M. Jennings
pay you for your work?

CHANCE
Pay ne?...Wiy nothing. 1've
never needed noney.

FRANKLI N
M. Chance, | would like to know

what sort of claimyou are plan-
ning to make agai nst the deceased's
estate.

CHANCE
I'"'mfine, Thomas. The garden is
a healthy one. There is no need
for a claim

FRANKLI N
| see. Wuld you be willing to sign
a paper to that effect?

CHANCE
No, Thomas. | don't know how to
si gn.
FRANKLI N
Cone now, M. Chance.
CHANCE
(smles)

| have no claim Thonas.

FRANKLI N

But you won't sign, correct?
CHANCE

Yes, correct, thank you.
FRANKLI N

Very well, M. Chance. | have

no alternative but to inform
you that this house is now
closed. |If indeed, you have
resi ded here, you have no | ega
right to remain. You will have
to nove out.

CHANCE
Move out? | don't understand,
Thomas.

FRANKLI N
| think you do, M. Chance.
However, | will reiterate. This

house is closed and you nust
| eave - by, let's say - noon
t onor r ow.

(he gives Chance

hi s busi ness card)
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Call nme if you change your m nd
about si gni ng.

(turns to Hayes)
Cnon, Sally - let's grab a bite..

HAYES
(stops by the door)
What about nedical records? Could
you gives us the nane of your
doctor? O your dentist?

CHANCE
I have no need for a doctor or
dentist. | have never been ill.
HAYES

(a smile to Chance)
| see...Wll, good day, M. Chance.

CHANCE
(returns smle)
Good day, Sally.

Chance watches as they | eave, then puts Franklin's card
on a desk without ever looking at it and turns to stare
at television.

I NT. TOMHOUSE - ATTIC - AFTERNOON

Alarge attic filled with the A d Man's possessi ons of
the past. Chance enters, turns on an old bl ack-and white
TV with a magnifying lens attached to the front. As it

pl ays, he selects a fine |eather suitcase from several
takes a hand-nade suit froma |long rack

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - AFTERNOON

The TV is on as Chance packs his belongings. He tries
to fit in his unbrella, but it is too long for the suitcase.

EXT. GARDEN - AFTERNOON

Chance, very nicely dressed, with his suitcase and unbrella,
stands in the nmiddl e of the garden | ooking around.

I NT. TOMNHOUSE - FRONT HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Chance is reluctant to open the front door. After sone
hesitation, he gathers up his courage, opens it and steps
out side, closing the door behind him

EXT. FRONT OF TOAMNHOUSE - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - AFTERNOON

Chance stops short on the steps; the front of the townhouse
is run down and the yard filled with trash. He tries

to return to the safety of inside, but the door is |ocked.
Chance stays on the steps for a nmonment, ponders which way
to go. Making a decision, he steps to the sidewal k and

wal ks down the street to reveal a decaying ghetto.

W ndows are shattered or boarded up, walls are sneared

with grafitti. Chance passes a group of black people
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huddl ed together in threadbare stuffed furniture on the
sidewal k, a fire burning between them for warmh. Chance
nods politely to the the people; they stare back, no sign of
friendship in their faces.

EXT. GHETTO STREET - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - AFTERNOON

Chance wal ks al ong a ghetto sidewal k. He notices some-
thing, noves across the street toward a gang of eight
to ten hard-core ghetto youths.

EXT. GHETTO STREET - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - AFTERNOON
Chance approaches the gang.

CHANCE
(friendly)
... Excuse ne, would you please
tell emwhere | could find a
garden to work in?

They turn to himas one, silent. After a nmonment, LOLO, one
of the gang, speaks.

LOLO
What you growin', nman?

CHANCE
There is nuch to be done during
the winter, | nust start the
seeds for the spring, | nust
work the soil..

The | eader of the gang, ABBAZ, noves forward and interrupts.

ABBAZ
Bul I shit. Wo sent you here,
boy? Did that chickenshit
asshol e Raphael send you here,
boy?

CHANCE
No. Thomas Franklin told ne
that | had to leave the Ad
Man's house, he's dead now,
you know. ..

ABBAZ

Dead, my ass! Now get this,
honki e - you go tell Raphae
that | ain't takin' no jive
fromno Western Uni on nessenger
You tell that asshole, if he got
sonethin' to tell ne to get his
ass down here hinsel f!

(edges cl oser

to Chance)
You got that boy?

During this, as Abbaz beconmes nore hostile, Chance reaches
into his pocket, takes out his renote control TV changer
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He points the changer at Abbaz and clicks it three tines,
tries to change the picture. ABBAZ inmedi ately pulls out
a switchbl ade knife, holds it at Chance.

ABBAZ
Now, nove, honkie! Before
cut your white ass.

Chance, disappointed that the changer did not work, returns
it to his pocket.

CHANCE
Yes. | understand. |If | see
Raphael, | will tell him
(as he | eaves)

Good day.

Abbaz, Lolo and the gang watch himgo, then begin to buzz
with excitenent: "W the fuck died?" "Wy'd he pull that
changer on us, nman?" "The O d Man died, nust be Papa Joe!"
"He's sonme weird honkie, man!"

EXT. PORNO AREA - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - AFTERNOON

A street lined with adult book stores, X-rated novies and
strip joints. An elderly Black Wnan approaches carrying a
bag of groceries. Chance steps in front of the woman, stops
her .

CHANCE
I'mvery hungry now. Would
you pl ease bring nmy |unch?

The woman | ooks up to Chance, becones very frightened.
She turns and half-runs into a sleazy bar for safety.
Chances watches after her for a nonent, then continues
al ong.

EXT. PARK - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - AFTERNOON

Chance stands | ooki ng through a chain-link fence
wat chi ng sone teenage boys playi ng basketball. He bangs
on the fence, calls to them

CHANCE
| have seen your gane! | have
wat ched Elvin Hayes play it
many tines! They call him
'"Big E!'

The boys ignore him Chance wal ks away.

EXT. - WASHI NGTON, D.C. - LATE AFTERNOON

Chance seens stunmped on which way to wal k. He | ooks one
way, then the other, turns and | ooks behind himand sees a
| arge statue of Benito Juarez pointing. Chance sniles and

goes off in the direction that Benito points.

EXT. WASHI NGTON, D.C. - LATE AFTERNOON
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cars,

Chance wal ks down the center neridian of a divided street.
He seens oblivious to the autonobil es passing on either
side. In the background can be seen the Capitol Buil ding.

EXT. REAR OF THE WHI TE HOUSE - DUSK
Chance is across the street fromthe Wite House, inspecting

the branches of a potted tree. He noves to a POLI CEMAN
st andi ng near by.

CHANCE
Excuse ne. ..
(points to tree)
... That tree is very sick. It

shoul d be cared for.

The Policeman | ooks at the tree, then at Chance, figures a
man dressed that well must be inportant.

POLI CEVAN
Yes sir. |'Il report it right
away.

CHANCE

Yes. That would be a good
thing to do. Good day.

POLI CEVAN
Good day.

The Policeman takes out his wal ki e-tal kie as Chance | eaves.
EXT. BUSI NESS DI STRI CT - EVEN NG

A fashionabl e area. Expensive shops, well-kept streets

and si dewal ks. Chance stands by the display w ndow of a

TV store, looks in at a dozen or so color TVs, all turned

on, playing various channels. A video canmera points outward
and is focused on the sidewal k to all ow passershy to see
thenselves live on TV. Chance is intrigued by his own inage.
He poses, then steps back off the curb, frowns as his like-
ness di sappears fromthe frane. Standing between two parked

Chance takes out his renote control, clicks it at the store.
Four or five other sets in the wi ndow change channels, but

he does not reappear on the giant screen. As he does this,
the car to his left, a large, American-made |inousine, backs
up. The lino bunps Chance, pins himagainst the car to his
right. Chance cries out in pain, drops his suitcase, his
unbrella, his changer, and bangs his hand on the trunk of the
linbo. The chauffer, DAVID, and the |iveryman, JEFFREY

i mediately junp fromthe car, run back to Chance

DAVI D
I"mvery sorry, sir... |...

David and Jeffrey reach out to help, but Chance is wedged
solidly between the two cars.

CHANCE
(in pain)



.1 can't nove... My leg..

DAVI D
(rushes back to Iino)
... M Lord...
JEFFREY
This is terrible, sir - | hope

you're not badly injured..

CHANCE
No. [I'mnot badly injured. But
my leg is very sore

David pulls the car forward, freeing Chance. A few by-
standers begin to gather as Jeffrey hel ps Chance to the
si dewal k.

JEFFREY
Can you wal k? 1It's not broken
isit?
CHANCE
(1 eans against |ino,
hol ds | eQ)
| hope not.
DAVI D.

(returning)
Perhaps | should call an
anmbul ance.

A BYSTANDER i nterrupts.

BYSTANDER
Sonebody ought to call the police!

CHANCE
(1 ooks over, sniles)
There's no need for police, it's

just ny |eg.

During this, the rear door of the |linp opens and EVE RAND
steps out. Eve is in her mid-thirties, and is rich
She is not pleased with this inconvenience

JEFFREY

Let's have a | ook, do you m nd?
CHANCE

O course. | would like to |ook.

Chance bends, raises his trouser leg. A red-bluish swollen
bruise is formng on his calf. Eve noves closer, |ooks at
t he bruise

EVE
(to Chance)
...Wn't you let us do sonething
for you? Your |eg should be
exam ned, we could take you to a



hospi t al

CHANCE
(smles at Eve)
There's no need for a hospital

EVE
Why, there certainly is. You
nust see a doctor, | insist on

it. Please, let us take you

Eve turns to get back in the linpo. David goes with her
to hold the door.

DAVI D
I"mterribly sorry, Ms. Rand
I never saw the man

EVE
Ch, | don't think it was anyone's
fault, David.

DAVI D

Thank you, na'am

Jeffrey holds the door open but Chance is hesitant about
getting in the car.

CHANCE
I've never ridden in an auto-
nobi | e.
JEFFREY
(a beat)

| assure you, sir, David is a
very careful driver.

CHANCE
(1 ooks at the car,
t hen deci des)
.Yes. You can take ne.

JEFFREY
(as Chance gets in)
Very good.

Jeffrey closes the door, goes back to pick up Chance's
suitcase and unbrella but does not notice the renote
control. As Jeffrey puts Chance's bag into the trunk, we
see the personalized license plate "Rand 1."

33 I NT. LI MOUSI NE MOVI NG THROUGH TOMN - EVEN NG

Chance and Eve are settled in the back seat. As they talk,
Chance is experiencing his first ride in a car.

EVE
| hope you're confortable.

CHANCE
Yes, | am



EVE

These situations can be so

trying - everybody seens to

make such a todo over a

sinple little accident..
(eyes Chance)

...the insurance, police,

t he

news and all... Is your leg

feeling any better?

CHANCE
No, it isn't.

EVE
| see.

Chance | ooks out the w ndow at passing cars.

CHANCE

It |ooks very nmuch like tel evision

but you can see further

EVE
(not hearing hin
Say - if you canme to our

house,

we coul d take care of you there.

CHANCE
Your house?

EVE

Yes. M husband has been very
ill. Hs doctor and nurses are
staying with us. Those hospitals

can be so inpersonal - why,

it

m ght be hours before you are

treated. ..

CHANCE
| agree.

EVE

Fine, it will save a |lot of un-

necessary fuss and it will

be

so much nore pleasant for you..

(1 eans forward)

David, we'll just go on hone.
Jeffrey, would you call and Iet
t hem know?

JEFFREY
Yes ma' am

Jeffrey closes the glass between them

lino tel ephone.

then dials the

There is a nonent of silence. Eve, a bit unconfortable,

presses a button. The [inp's bar
row of decanters and gl asses.

noves out,

revealing a



EVE
Wul d you care for a drink?

CHANCE
Yes. Thank you. | amvery
thirsty.

As Eve pours cognac into a nonogranmed crystal

Chance notices the linm's TV set.

CHANCE
I would like to watch tel evision.

EVE
(a bit surprised)
h? Certainly...

She hands Chance the cognac, turns on the TV.

EVE
May | ask your nane?

gl ass,

Chance takes a sip of the cognac, is not accustoned

to al cohol, coughs.

CHANCE
(with a slight cough)
My nane is Chance.

EVE
Pardon nme, was that M. Chance?
CHANCE
No, |'m a gardener.
EVE
Ch... M. Gardiner... M.
Chauncey Gardiner... You're not

related to Basil and Perdita
Gar di ner are you?

CHANCE
No... I'mnot related to
Basil and Perdita.

EVE

Ch. Well, they're just a wonderful

couple, we've been friends for

years. W visit their island quite

of ten.

Chance suddenly starts going through his pockets,

EVE

Did you | ose sonet hi ng?
CHANCE

Yes. | lost nmy renpte control.
EVE

h... Well, I'mvery sorry...

sear chi ng.
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Anot her pause, Chance reaches out, changes channels on TV.
EXT. H GHWAY - WOODED AREA - NI GHT

The |ino approaches, then turns into the entranceway of
the Rand Estate. Two guards stand on either side of the
open gate, salute as the car passes through

I NT. LIMOUSINE - N GHT

As Eve speaks, Chance is glued to the TV, swtches
channel s to the news.

EVE
I's there anything special you
like to watch?

CHANCE
| like to watch. This is fine.

EVE
I know it's very nportant to
stay informed of all the
| atest events, but | find
there is so much to assimlate
that it can becone quite
muddl i ng at tinmes..

Chance nods, changes the channel, watches a M ghty Muse
cartoon. Eve takes it for a small joke and smles
patroni zi ngly.

EXT. RAND MANSI ON - N GHT

At | east three unifornmed people, two valets, WLSON and
PERKINS, and LEWS, the Doorman, are waiting at the front
of the Rand Mansion as the |inousine arrives. There is

a general hubbub as the three of them along with Jeffrey,
hel p Chance into a wheel chair.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - FRONT HALLWAY - NI GHT

As the group cones through the front doors, WIlson is
wheel i ng Chance. A uniformed wonan, GRETA, is waiting
to take Eve's coat.

EVE
(to Wl son)
You take M. Gardiner to the
third fl oor guest suite

EVE
(to Chance)
"Il see you after Dr. Allenby
has a | ook at your | eg.

CHANCE
Yes, | think he shoul d exani ne

ny | eg.



Eve heads off partially revealing a renmarkable and | arge
place to live in as WIson wheels Chance into the el evator

| NT. ELEVATOR - N GHT
As the door closes on them Chance |ooks to W1 son.
CHANCE
...l"ve never been in one of

t hese.

W son thinks that Chance is tal king about the wheel chair.

W LSON
It's one of M. Rand's. Since
he's been ill...

CHANCE

(1 ooks around el evator)
Does it have a television?

W LSON
(1 aughs)
No - but M. Rand does have one
with an electric notor, that way
he can get around by hinself.

CHANCE
| see.

Chance agai n checks out the el evator

CHANCE

How | ong do we stay in here?
W LSON

How I ong? | don't know, see

what the doctor says..
The el evator stops on the third fl oor.
I NT. RAND MANSI ON - PALM COURT - NI GHT

Eve is talking to ROBERT ALLENBY. He is in his late
fifties and has been Benjamin Rand's doctor for years.

EVE
| pray that | did the right
thing, Robert. | didn't want

to take the risk of any
publicity, especially with
Benjam n being so ill.

ALLENBY
I"msure you did, EVE. But
let's just hope he's not one
of those opportunists that try
and make a fortune out of every
little bruise.

EVE
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Vel |

settlenment if

I'd rat her

you can, |I'm

Al | enby wat ches after
off in the other

I NT. GUEST SUl TE -

I'"'msure we could nake a

we had to, but

not - find out what

goi ng to change.

ALLENBY

(as she goes)
Ben's been aski ng about you..

(over
see him

EVE
her shoul der)
soon.

her for a beat, then turns,

di rection.

NI GHT

goes

An enornmous bedroom filled with 18th Century antique
Al l enby dabs Chance's ass with a piece of
cotton soaked in alcohol, prior to an injection

furniture.

stands with his pants to the fl oor

vision which is not turned on

This wll

ALLENBY

ease the pain and

swelling, M. Gardiner
CHANCE
| understand. |'ve seen it
done before.
ALLENBY
you'll barely feel this.

Now,

It won't hurt at all.

Al |l enby admi nisters the injection

t he pain.

CHANCE

You were wong, it did hurt.

But not for

As All enby puts a band-aid on Chance's ass,

ALLENBY

(a chuckl e)

a renote control for

reaches out,

pi cks it

l ong. ..

the TV on the bedsi de table.
up.

ALLENBY

It's good that there was no
apparent damage to the bone.

Yes.

| think

CHANCE
so, too

ALLENBY

There could be m nor henorr-
hagi ng, which
too serious at the tinme, but

really isn't

Chance

| ooks to the tel e-

Chance reacts from

Chance spots

He



can cause secondary problens
if not |ooked after.

CHANCE
(turns on TV)

| see.

ALLENBY
(a look to the TV,
then to Chance)
You can pull your trousers up

now.
CHANCE
Oh, fine.
ALLENBY
Just to take the proper pre-
cautions, M. Gardiner, |'d

recomend we take you down-
stairs and X-Ray your |eg.

There is no reaction from Chance, Allenby takes a |ong
| ook at him

ALLENBY
...By the way, M. Gardiner, |
woul d I'i ke to ask you sonet hi ng
strai ght out.

CHANCE
(doesn't under st and)
...Straight out?

ALLENBY
Yes. Are you planning on maki ng
any sort of claimagainst the
Rand' s?

CHANCE

(after a beat)
Caim..? ...0Ch, claim that's

what Thomas asked ne.

ALLENBY
Thonmas? Wo's Thomas?
CHANCE
Thomas Franklin, an attorney.
ALLENBY
An attorney?
CHANCE
(turns to TV)
Yes.
ALLENBY

(suddenly very col d)
Then you wish to handle this
matter through your attorneys?
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CHANCE
There's no need for a claim
the garden is a healthy one.

ALLENBY
(gi ves Chance a | ook)
Oh, | see..
(1 aughs)
...\Well, then... You caught ne
off guard, | nust admit...
CHANCE
(changes channel s,
sits on bed)
Thank you.
ALLENBY
Good, keep your weight off
that leg, M. Gardiner. In
fact, it would be best if
you could stay here for a
day or two, if that would be
possible. | can prom se you
the finest in care.
CHANCE
Yes, | could stay here. Does
this house have a garden?
ALLENBY
. Wy, yes - many
Al I enby picks up his bag, heads for the door.

ALLENBY

"Il send WIlson up to take you
for X-Rays, M. Gardiner. Fee
free to use the tel phone, and

pl ease |l et nme know i f you have

any disconfort.

CHANCE
(clicking changer)
Yes, | wll.

Al'l enby gives hima | ook, then | eaves. Chance watches an

old nmovie of a man lighting a cigar
cigar, blows out smoke. The scene s
Chance's mi nd.

INT. EVE' S BEDROOM SI TTI NG ROOM - N
Al'l enby enters to reveal Eve standin
doubl e wi ndows that are w de open.
clothes, different hair.

ALLENBY

The man enj oys the
eens to 'sink into'

GHT

g in front of large
She is wearing different

Good Cod, Eve - you'll freeze

EVE
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I wanted sone fresh air.
How is M. Gardiner?

ALLENBY
A rather | arge contusion, but

there isn't any..

EVE

(i nterrupt
That's not what |

s)
neant, Robert.

ALLENBY

(a beat)

Ckay...\Well - he seened to be

a nost reasonabl e
think he'll cause

man, | don't
any troubl e.

EVE

Thank God for that

ALLENBY
I'd like to keep an eye on him

t hough - | suggest

ed that he

stay here for a couple of days.

EVE
Stay here? |1s that necessary?

ALLENBY

Not necessary, but
Don't worry, Eve -
breath of fresh ai

preferabl e.
he m ght be a
r...

EVE

(a beat)
...Yes, he is diff
very intense, and
you t hi nk?

erent... He's
internal, don't

ALLENBY

Per haps. .. Actual

y, | found him

to have quite a sense of hunor.

EVE
Good. It mght be pleasant for

a coupl e of days.

Eve is silent for a nonent, | ooks out to the darkness.

EVE
| guess | should go see Ben now.

(turns)
"Il see you at di

Eve | eaves the room

nner.

I NT. RAND S CONVERTED BEDROOM - N GHT

Eve enters through heavy gl ass doors. BENJAM N RAND

wearing a sil k bat hrobe,
side of the room Rand p

lies on a king-sized bed to one
erks up as sees Eve crossing



tohim Heis in his sixties, maintains an inner
strength and dignity despite the sapping effects of his
illness.

RAND
(with wekness)
. Eve. ..

Eve kisses him holds his hand.

EVE
(with conviction)
Ch, Ben - | do mss you when
I"mout... How are you feeling?
RAND

Tired... And I'mgetting tired
of being tired. Qher than

that, 1'mdoing very well
EVE

I'"'mso glad... No headaches?
RAND

No, it's been a good day - better
that yours, fromwhat |'ve been

tol d.
EVE
You heard?
RAND
| may be a shut-in, but | do not
lack for news. |'msorry you had

to go through all that.

EVE
Oh, it wasn't all that bad darling.
We were fortunate that M. Gardi ner
turned out to be so reasonable.

RAND
Reasonabl e? Good, 1'd like to neet
a reasonable man. Wy don't you
ask this Gardiner to join us for

di nner?
EVE
For dinner? Are you well enough
for that?
RAND
(smles)
Hah! ... Tell nme the truth, Eve -
if I wait until | feel better,
will | ever neet the nman?
(Eve is silent)
Const ance!

CONSTANCE, in a nurse's uniform appears in a side doorway.



RAND

Constance! | want new bl ood
tonight, I"mgetting up for
di nner.

CONTANCE

But, M. Rand...

RAND
Don't argue, tell Robert |
want new bl ood!
(turns to Eve)
...Ask himto dinner.

Rand pulls Eve's hand cl ose, kisses it.

EVE
(after a beat)
| ran into Senator Jansen at
| unch today and he all but ignored
me... And it's starting to happen
alot lately... since you' ve been
si ck.

RAND
Dammit, there's no excuse for that.
I'"l'l call himtonorrow.

EVE
Thank you, darling.

43 I NT. RAND MANSI ON - FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - NI GHT

The el evator door opens to reveal WIlson with Chance in
t he wheel chair.

CHANCE
(as Wl son wheel s
hi m out)
... Thats is a very small room

W LSON
(1 aughs)
Yes sir, | guess that's true -
smal | est roomin the house.

CHANCE
(gl anci ng ar ound)
Yes. |t seenms to be.

Wl son takes this as another joke, chuckles as he wheels
Chance toward Rand's hospital room

44 I NT. RAND S HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

A gl ass-encl osed room next to Rand's bedroom filled with
the very latest in hospital energency equi pnent. CONSTANCE
and anot her nurse, TERESA, stand by as Rand is being given
a transfusion. Rand lifts his head as W1 son wheel s Chance
into the room



RAND
Wel cone to Rand Menori al
Hospital, M. Gardiner

CHANCE
(1 ooks around room
.1 see.

W son pushes Chance to the X-Ray machi ne, where BILLINGS, a
Bl ack technician hel ps himonto the table.

CHANCE
(i nhal es deeply)
| feel very good in here.

RAND
That's the oxygen! Wen | first
got sick I had it all glassed in
so | could have a little extra
oxygen punped in, keeps ny
spirits up.

Chance is now flat on his back as Billings lines up the
X- Ray canera.

CHANCE
You nust be very sick

RAND
Apl astic anem a, M. Grdiner -
aplastic anenia. Failure of the
bone marrow to produce red bl ood
cells... Not a damm thing they
can do about it. Ch, they can
make ne confortable, prolong ny
life with steroid therapy and
transfusions... But what makes
my blood boil, what little |
have left, that is, M. Gardiner
- is that it's generally a young
person's disease... Here | am
getting on in years and about to
die of a young person's disease..

CHANCE
(smles at Rand)
I've never seen anything like this
on tel evision.

Bl LLI NGS
Pl ease, hold still, M. Gardiner
CONSTANCE
You too, M. Rand, you nust stay
qui et .
RAND
(lays his head

back)
..You will join us for dinner
won't you, M. Gardiner?
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CHANCE

Yes. | amvery hungry.

RAND
So aml, ny boy - so aml.
Chance stares at Billings, reacts to him being bl ack

CHANCE

Do you know Raphael ?
Bl LLI NGS

No sir, |I don't believe I do.
CHANCE

Ch. | have a nessage for him
Bl LLI NGS

Yes, sir
CHANCE

A bl ack man gave ne the nessage.
Bl LLI NGS

Vell, | still don't believe

know the man, M. Gardi ner
Now, please hold still.

I NT. RAND DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The dining roomis i mense, a 75-foot ceiling, huge fire-
pl aces. Allenby, Eve, Rand and Chance (both in wheel -
chairs) sit around the table. THURMAND, a waiter, and
MARI ANNE, a waitress, enter carrying trays of food. Eve
turns to Chance.

EVE
| do hope your injury won't
prevent you fromattending to
busi ness, M. Gardiner?

CHANCE
No. It won't do that.

EVE
...Wuld you like us to notify
anyone for you?

CHANCE
No. The O d Man died and
Loui se | eft.

EVE
Oh. |I'mvery sorry. Well, if
you have a need for any of our
facilities, please don't hesi-
tate to ask.

RAND
Do you need a secretary?



CHANCE
No, thank you. M house has
been cl osed.

RAND
Ch, you nean to say that your
busi ness was shut down.

CHANCE
Yes. Shut down and | ocked by
t he attorneys.

RAND
What'd | tell you? ...l know
exactly what you nean. Today
t he businessman is at the
mercy of kid-lawers fromthe
SEC. Al they want to do is
regul ate our natural grow h!

ALLENBY
It's happening to everyone,
I'"'mafraid. The way things
are going they'll probably
| egi sl ate the Medical Profession
as we know it, right out of
exi st ence.

CHANCE
Yes. Right out of existence.
RAND
And it's a dam shane - it's al
happeni ng too fast..

(si ghs)
What are your plans now, M.
Gardiner? O may | call you
Chauncey?

CHANCE
Yes. Chauncey is fine.
RAND
And |'m Ben
ALLENBY
(smiles to Chance)
Robert .
EVE
(al so sm|es)
. Eve.

RAND
So tell nme, Chauncey, just
what are your plans?

CHANCE
| would like to work in your
gar den.



EVE

(1 aughs)
Oh, | know exactly what you
mean. | sonetines enjoy

puttering around nyself, such
a pleasant way to forget one's

troubl es.

RAND
| never had a feel for it ny-
self... But, Eve - why don't
you show Chauncey our gardens
tonorrow. ..

(to Chance)

They're quite |ovely.

EVE
Well, it'll have to wait unti

| get back from Boston..
Unfortunately, ny norning will
be taken up by anot her one of
those charity events.

CHANCE
| ama very good gardener

RAND
Isn't that what a businessnan is?
A gardener? A person that nakes
flinty soil productive with the
| abor of his own hands, who waters
it with sweat fromhis own brow,
and who creates a place of value for
his famly and comunity? Yes, in-
deed, Chauncey, a productive busi -
nessman is a laborer in his own
Vi neyar d.

CHANCE

| know exactly what you nean, Ben
The garden that | left was such a
place. But | don't have that any
nore...

(points to ceiling)
...Al that's left for me nowis
the room upstairs.

RAND
Now, wait a minute, Chauncey - you
have your health... for

God' s sake don't give up on your-
self!  You have to fight!

You can't |et those bastards
keep you down! | don't want

to hear any nore from you about
the 'Room Upstairs.' That's
where |' m goi ng soon.

There is a |l ong pause. Chance | ooks up, then snmiles at
Rand.
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CHANCE
It's a very pleasant room Ben

RAND
(1 aughs)
Yes, I'msure it is. That's
what they say, anyway.

Anot her period of silence. The servants bustle around
the roomas Allenby studies Chance.

I NT. RAND S POOL ROOM - N GHT

Al'l enby is shooting pool. Rand is offering Chance a cigar
froma hum dor.

RAND
Have one of these, Chauncey -
they' re Cuban

CHANCE
Thank you, Ben

Chance exam nes the cigar, does not see Rand clip the end
of f his own.

RAND
It's one thing Robert
can't keep nme from |'ve

enjoyed a cigar as |ong
as | can renenber.

Rand turns the cigar clipper to Chance. As Chance tries
to figure out the clipper, the flame froman ornate |ighter
catches his eye and Chance watches intently as Rand |lights
hi w own ci gar.

RAND

... You know, Chauncey, there are
t housands of Anerican busi nessnen
| arge and small, that share your
plight. 1|'ve been concerned with
the situation for sonme tinme now

(hands |ighter

to Chance)
...1"d like to offer the decent
'gardeners' of the comunity a
hel pi ng hand. They' ve been
harrassed | ong enough by inflation,
excessi ve taxation, unions, al
sorts of indecencies..

Al | enby wat ches Chance as he first tries to light the
lighter, then tries to |ight the unclipped cigar

RAND (cont' d)
After all, they are our strongest
def ense agai nst the pollutants
that threaten our basic freedons
and the well-being of our middle



class. So |'ve been thinking
about begi nning a financial
assistance fund... Tell ne,
Chauncey, would you have any
t houghts on such a progranf

CHANCE

(puffing, trying
to light cigar)

No, Ben.
RAND
(a smle)
Rel uctant to speak, eh, Chauncey?
Well, | can understand that. Wen

a man | oses everything, anger has
a tendacy to bl ock out reason for
atine. Just give it sonme thought,
work with the idea, |I'msure you'l
have plenty to say in a few days.

Chance puts the unlit cigar in the ashtray, smles at
a nmost curious Allenby.

I NT. MANSION - ELEVATOR - N GHT

W son stands behind Chance in the wheel chair. Chance
gl ances slowy around the elevator. Suddenly, WIson breaks
out into laughter

W LSON
...Sorry, sir... | thought
you were going to cone out
wi th anot her one of your
jests about the elevator..
Excuse nme, sir...

The el evator stops, the door opens.
I NT. MANSION - THI RD FLOOR HALLWAY - NI GHT
W son wheel s Chance out of the el evator

CHANCE
... HMm .. El evat or.

W LSON
(1 aughs agai n)
...Yes sir - elevator

W son stops |aughing as he notices Eve comng toward them

EVE
Chauncey, | wanted to tell you
how dreadful | feel about your

| eg, but how delighted I am
that you are staying with us.

CHANCE
Thank you, Eve - | like this
house very nuch.
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EVE
...And Ben is just mad about

you - you've lifted his spirits

SO - it's just... Wll, it's
just a real pleasure, your
bei ng here..

CHANCE
Ben is very ill, Eve - |'ve seen
t hat before.
EVE
Yes... | know Chauncey.
CHANCE
| like Ben very nmuch... He re-

mnds ne of the Ad Man...

EVE
He does...?

CHANCE
Yes. Are you going to |eave
and cl ose the house when he
di es?

Eve is not prepared for such a question.

EVE
...Wiy... No, | don't think
so. ..

CHANCE
That's good.

Chance snmles at Eve and there is a nonent of sil ence
bef ore Eve noves away.

EVE
...Good ni ght, Chauncey.

CHANCE
Good ni ght, Eve.

W son wheel s Chance toward the guest room

EXT. FRONT OF RAND MANSI ON - MORNI NG

Chance cones out of the front door,
for his first view of the Rand grounds. The attendant,

Lew s,

hurries to Chance.

LEW S
Did you want a car, sir?

CHANCE
Yes. | would like a car

LEW S

Yes, sir.

wal king with a linp



Lewis goes to his post, picks up a phone. As Chance | ooks
at the surroundings, Alenby and Wl son, w th Chance's
wheel chair, come out of the house.

ALLENBY
Chauncey, there you are. What
are you doing on that |eg?

CHANCE
It's fine today, Robert.

ALLENBY
Sharme on you, Chauncey - you
should I et nme be the judge of
that. Please, sit in the chair.

Wi son pushes a wheel chair to Chance, he sits.

ALLENBY

(checks | eg)
| swear, Chauncey, between you
and Benjanmin, |I've got my hands
full...

(exam nes Chance's

cal f)
...Say, that is com ng along, the
swel I i ng has gone down considerably. ..

A linmousine pulls up to the front of the nmansion, waits
for Chance.

ALLENBY

(conti nues exani ni ng)
...Benjanm n has been houndi ng
nme to allow himto address the
annual convention of his
Fi nanci al Institute today, but
obviously, the strain would be
i mpossi bl e... How about here,
Chauncey, any soreness?

CHANCE
Hardly any, Robert.

Lewis, the attendant, interrupts.

LEW S
Your |inousine, sir.
CHANCE
Ch, thank you
ALLENBY
... Are you goi ng sonmewhere?
CHANCE
No, Robert.
ALLENBY

(a beat)
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.Oh. .. Anyway,
offered to sit in for
t he conventi on,

t he President
Ben at
quite a nice

gesture. He's due here soon
| believe.
CHANCE
Yes, Robert. | know about the
Pr esi dent .

ALLENBY

(mldly surprised)

.Oh? You've heard?

CHANCE
Yes. Ben called ne.

He wants

nme to neet the President.

ALLENBY
He does, does he?
CHANCE
Yes, Ben asked ne to be in his

roomat ten o'clock.

ALLENBY

Wiy, that's terrific, Chauncey.
CHANCE

How do | know when it's ten

o' cl ock?

A long reaction from Al | enby,

ALLENBY
...1t's five of, you'd
get on in there.

CHANCE
Thank you, Robert.
W son begins to push Chance.

CHANCE

then he | ooks at his watch.

best

I would like to wal k today.

ALLENBY
Hel I yes - wal k.
t he President,

CHANCE

You' re neeting
aren't you?

(gets out of chair)

Yes. |
t el evi si on.

Al | enby,
door for

a bit puzzled, watche
Chance.

INT. RAND S ROOM - MORN NG

Rand is in an easy chair, dres

like to watch hi mon

s as WIlson opens the front

sed for his neeting with the
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President. The two nurses are nearby. Rand smiles as
Chance is shown into the room by WI son.

RAND
Chauncey, up and around this
norni ng, are you?

CHANCE
Yes, Ben. | like to walk.
RAND
Well, that's good news, ny boy.
CHANCE
You' re | ooking nuch better today,
Ben.
RAND

Hah! 1t's all makeup, Chauncey...
| asked nurse Teresa to fix me up,
| didn't want the President to
think I was going to die during
our talk.

CHANCE
I under st and.

RAND
No one likes a dying nman, ny boy -
because few know what death is.
Al we knowis the terror of it.
But you're am exception, Chauncey -
that's what | admire in you, your
mar vel ous bal ance. You don't
stagger back and forth between fear
and hope - you're a truly peaceful
nan.

CHANCE
Thank you, Ben
(1 ooks at Rand
cl osel y)
...Nurse Teresa did a very good
j ob, Ben.

The nurses turn, |ook at Chance.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - THI RD FLOOR HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Al'l enby gets off the elevator, stands and thinks for a
nonent, then heads off down the hallway in the direction
of Chance's room

EXT. FRONT RAND MANSI ON - MORNI NG

Perkins is at the head of eight servants lined up on the
front steps. Two black PLYMOUTH SEDANS pul | up and ElI GHT
MEN i n grey business suits get out. One of them WILTZ,
goes directly to Perkins.

WOLTZ



Good norni ng, Perkins.

PERKI NS
Good norning, M. Wltz, nice
to see you again.

WOLTZ
Thank you. How have you been?

PERKI NS
Fi ne, thank you
(hands Wbl tz paper)
W have an additional guest with
us today, M. Chauncey Gardi ner

WOLTZ
(reads list)
| see...
(turns to other nen)
Ckay, let's go to work.

The eight servants pair up with the eight nen in suits
and go into the house.

INT. RAND S ROOM - MORNI NG
Chance watches tel evision as Rand speaks.

RAND
Yes, when | was younger | had
t hought s about public office..
But | found, Chauncey -- that |
was able to contribute nore as
a private citizen... O course
my weal th provided ne with con-
siderabl e influence, but |'ve
tried, believe nme, not to ms-
use that power... It's extrenely
i mportant, Chauncey, that you
don't allow yourself to becone
blinded to the needs of the
country even when the tenpations
are strong. |'ve been labeled a
' ki ngmaker' by many, but | have
tried to stay open to the voices
of the people... | have tried to
remai n honest to nyself...

CHANCE
(changi ng channel s)
.1 see, Ben.
I NT. RAND MANSI ON - A HALLWAY - MORNI NG

One of the servants acconpani es Secret Service Agent Rl FF
as he knocks on each door, checks inside, then noves on.

EXT. FRONT RAND MANSI ON - MORNI NG

Lewi s picks up his phone and dials as he sees the President's
not orcade cone through the far gate
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LEW S
(into phone)
The President is arriving now,
M's. Aubrey.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - MRS. AUBREY'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

MRS. AUBREY is Rand's executive secretary, but her office
is the Nerve Center of Rand Enterprises.

MRS. AUBREY
(on phone)
Very good, Lewi s, thank you.
Ms. Aubrey clicks off, pushes another button
I NT. RAND S ROOM - MORNI NG

Rand smi|les at Chance as the phone buzzes.

RAND
He's here.
(into phone)
Yes, Ms. Aubrey?

(listens)
Fine. Show the President to the
library, we'll be along in a few

m nut es.

Rand hangs up the phone, turns to Chance with a twi nkle
in his eyes.

RAND
It's an old habit that goes
along with power -- keep them
wai ting. ..

Teresa brings Rand's wheel chair to him

RAND
(stands, very week)
Not now, Teresa. |'mseeing the
President on ny own two feet.

TERESA
But, M. Rand...

RAND
(puts an arm around
Chance for support)
Shal | we go, Chauncey?

CHANCE
Yes, Ben. That's a good idea.

Rand wal ks slowy, clings to the linping Chance tightly
as they |l eave the room

EXT. HALLWAY - MORNI NG



The President and his entourage are seen on their way to
the library as Rand and Chance enter and stop in front
of Ms. Aubrey's office.

RAND
Ms. Aubrey, have you received
t he papers on the Caracas
agreenent ?

VRS. AUBREY
Yes, sir. They're ready for
you to sign.

RAND

Excel | ent .
(as they nove away)
A good woman, Ms. Aubrey.

CHANCE
| agree, Ben.

They shuffle off down the hallway and are net i mediately
by Wltz and and another agent, Barker. Both carry small neta

det ect or s.

WOLTZ
Good norning, M. Rand.

RAND

Wltz..
(nods toward Chance)

This is M. Gardiner

WOLTZ
(i ndi cates detector)
Just a formality, M. Gardiner

Bar ker passes the detector over Rand as Wltz checks Chance.

RAND
Good thing we're not in our
wheel chairs, you boys woul d have
a devil of a tine.

CHANCE
(as Wl tz finishes)
Thank you very much.

59 I NT. RAND LI BRARY - MORNI NG

A somewhat nervous PRESIDENT waits for Rand and Chance.
When they enter, he goes to Rand with both hands out -

stret ched.

PRESI DENT
Ben!

RAND
.M. President, how good to
see you.



PRES| DENT
It's so good to see you too,
Ben, you |l ook terrific!

RAND
(with a | ook
to Chance)
Thank you, M. President. Let ne
tell you, your visit has raised

my spirits..
PRESI DENT
Well, I've mssed you, ny friend.
(gui des Rand to
chair)
Here, sit down, get off your
feet.

As Rand sinks into the chair, Chance approaches the President
wi th both hands outstretched.

CHANCE
Good norning, M. President.
PRES| DENT
(smling)
...Hello.
RAND

Ch, M. President, |'d Iike you
to neet ny dear friend, M.
Chauncey Gardi ner

Chance and the President exchange a two-handed handshake.
The President reacts.

CHANCE
You | ook nmuch smaller on
television, M. President.

PRESI| DENT
(a beat)
.Oh, really...

RAND
(smling)
You will find that Chauncey
does not bandy words, M.
Presi dent .

The President gives Chance a | ook, then | aughs.

PRESI DENT
wll, M. Grdiner, that's
just fine with ne - I'"'ma nan
that appreciates a frank dis-
cussion... Be seated, please,
M. Gardiner..

CHANCE

(sitting)



Yes, | will.

PRES| DENT
(al so sits)
Now, Ben, did you happen to get
a chance to go over..

Chance reacts to the nmention of his nane, interrupts.

CHANCE
Yes?

There is a beat as the President | ook at Chance quizzically,
t hen he conti nues.

PRES| DENT
.1 just wonder if you had
gone over ny speech, Ben

RAND
Yes, | did.

PRES| DENT
ool ?

RAND
Overall - pretty good. But, M.
President, | think it's very

dangerous to resort to tenmporary
nmeasures at this stage of the gane.

PRESI DENT
VWell, Ben... |...

RAND
| synpathize with you and, |
know how difficult it is to be
straightforward, but I'mtelling
you right now, Bobby - your
position on this is going to
cause nore dissension that you
want or night even be able to
st and.

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - MORNI NG
Al'l enby is searching through Chance's cl othes | ooking for

sonething. There is a knock at the door, Allenby pulls
back fromthe closet as R ff opens the door, |ooks inside.

ALLENBY
Oh... Hello.
Rl FF
(entering)
Good norning. I'mRiff, Secret
Servi ce.
ALLENBY

.Yes. O course.
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Al'l enby spreads his arns as R ff passes the netal detector

over him
I NT. LI BRARY - MORN NG

The President paces, is worried about what
him Chance smiles through it all.

RAND
... There is no longer any nargin
for inflation, it has gone as
far as it can. You've reached
your limts on taxation, dependence
on foreign energy is at a point of
crisis, and, fromwhere | see it,
M. President, the so-called Free
Enterprise System could be at
t he breaki ng point.

PRESI DENT
You don't think I should take
t hat chance, huh?

RAND
Absol utely not.

Chance has reacted to his nanme, but doesn't

Rand is telling

know what

to say. The President sits, turns, to Chance.

PRES| DENT
Do you agree with Ben, M.
Gardiner? O do you think we
can stinulate growth through
tenporary incentives?

CHANCE
(a beat)
As long as the roots are not
severed, all is well and al
will be well in the garden
PRESI DENT
(a pause)

...In the garden?

CHANCE
That is correct. |In a garden
grow h has its season. There
is spring and sunmer, but there
is also fall and winter. And
then spring and sumer again..

PRESI DENT
(staring at Chance)
...Spring and sunmer. ..
(conf used)
Yes, | see...Fall and winter
(smiles at Chance)
Yes, indeed.

RAND



(interrupts)
I think what ny nost insightfult
friend is building up to, M.
President, is that we wel conme the
i nevitabl e saesons of nature, yet
we are upset by the seasons of
our econony.

CHANCE
Yes. That is correct. There wll
be growth in the spring.

PRESI DENT

(pl eased)
... \ell, M. Gardiner, | nust
admit, that is one of the nopst
refreshing and optimstic state-
ments |'ve heard in a very, very
long tine.

(he rises)

.1 envy your good, solid sense,
M. CGardiner - that is precisely
what we lack on Capitol HII.

(gl ances at watch)
| must be going.
(hol ds out hand
to Chance)
This visit has been npst
enl i ght eni ng. .

Chance ri ses and shakes the President's hand.

CHANCE
Yes. |t has.

PRES| DENT
...You will honor ne and ny famly
with a visit, won't you?

CHANCE
Yes. | wll.

PRES| DENT
Wonderful, we'll all | ook forward

to seeing you.
(turns to Rand)

Is BEve around? 1'd like to say
hel | o.

RAND
No, she flew up to Boston for sone
charity event. She'll be sorry

to have mi ssed you.

PRESI DENT
I"msorry, too. Well, Nancy wanted
me to send al ong her best to the two
of you - and, Ben, | want to thank
you for your time and thoughts.

RAND
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Nonsense, M. President - |
t hank you for com ng to spend
time with a dying man

PRESI DENT
Now, Ben, | won't have any any of
that. Wy don't you listen to
your good friend Chauncey -
thisis atime to think of
life!

The President claps Rand's hand.

RAND
You're right, M. President -
| don't like feeling sorry
for mysel f.

PRESI DENT
Take care of yoursel f, Ben.

RAND
You t oo, Bobby.

PRES| DENT
(as he turns to
go, asnleto
Chance)
... Chauncey. ..

CHANCE
.. . Bobby. .

The President |eaves the library and Chance turns to Rand.

RAND
(as the door
cl oses)
He's a decent fellow, the
President, isn't he?

CHANCE
I"mglad he came, Ben. It was
nice talking to the President.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - HALLWAY - MORNI NG

The President and his entourage are noving al ong toward
the front door. One aide, KAUFMAN, wal ks next to the
Presi dent.

PRES| DENT
Kauf man, |'m going to need
i nformati on on M. Chauncey
Gar di ner' s background.

KAUFMAN
(rmakes note of nane)
Gardi ner, yes, sir.

PRESI DENT



And 1'd like it sonme tine today.

KAUFMAN
No problem Chief.

63 I NT. RAND MANSI ON - TAPESTRY ROOM - MORNI NG

Rand has an arm around Chance as the two of them wal k.
Behi nd them W /1son and Perkins push enpty wheel chairs.

RAND

(very weak)
... You know, Chauncey, there's
sonet hi ng about you... You don't
play ganes with words to protect
yourself. You're direct..

(they wal k a

few nore feet

in silence)
You know what | was talking to
you about |ast night?

CHANCE
(bl ankly)
No, Ben.

RAND

Ch, sure you do, the financial
assi stance program for the
busi nessnan.

(anot her beat)
Well, | think you m ght be just
the man to take charge of such an
undertaking. |'d like you to neet
with the other nmenbers of the Board
SO0 you can discuss the matter at
greater length with them

CHANCE
| understand.

RAND
And, please, Chauncey - don't
rush your decision. | know

you're not a man to act on the
spur of the nonent.

CHANCE
Thank you, Ben

RAND
And now, Chauncey, |'mafriad
you must excuse ne - |'mvery
tired. ..

Rand sits down in his wheelchair and Perkins starts off
with him

CHANCE
(as they go)
I'"'msorry that you are so sick
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Ben.

Chance watches after themfor a nonment, then his interest
is taken by one of the large tapestries.

EXT. RAND MANSI ON - MAIN GARDEN - DAY

Chance and Eve wal k through the garden. At one end, is a
huge Victorian greenhouse, with smaller greenhouses next
toit. Of to one side, stands an attractive stone house.
Fi ve young nen work in one area, shovelling mulch.

EVE

There are over sixty thousand
tulip bulbs planted here. It's
quite a sight when they're
bl oomi ng. O course, the
roses are beautiful, too. W
have, | think, around twenty
t housand bushes.

(gestures to

men wor Ki ng)
... W plant sonething different
every year in that area... But
| haven't decided what | would
like this spring. Wat do you
t hi nk, Chauncey?

CHANCE
I don't know.

EVE
Well, give it some thought.
(i ndicates stone
house)
That's the gardener's house
over there.

Chance | ooks off to the two story stone house.
I NT. A CREENHOUSE - DAY

Chance and Eve are in the nmiddle of a huge potting green-
house where hundreds of young plants are tended by four
wor ker s

CHANCE
I like to watch the young
pl ants grow.

EVE
It is wonderful, isn't it?

CHANCE
Young plants do nmuch better
if a person hel ps them

Eve | ooks at Chance as he inspects sone of the flowers.
She has decided to make a nove.

EVE



66

...Ben tells nme the President
was very taken with you this
nor ni ng.

Chance doesn't know what to say, continues inspecting the
fl owners.

I NT. VI CTORI AN GREENHOUSE - DAY

Chance and Eve nove through a |arge and an extra | ush green-
house until they reach a long roomfilled with cacti.

EVE
(as they nove)
... Chauncey. .. Last night you
nenti oned an old man, that died.
Was a relative? O an
intimate friend?

CHANCE
(1 ooki ng at
gr eenhouse)
He was a very weal thy man, he
| ooked after me since | was

young.
EVE

Ch, | see... Your nentor
CHANCE

...Mentor...?

Eve takes his uncertainty as a reluctance to discuss the
ad man.

EVE
Forgi ve ne, Chauncey - | don't
nmean to pry. You nust have
been very close to him

CHANCE
Yes. | was.

EVE
I"msorry..
(getting nore
to the point)
... And what about Louise? You
nmentioned that she had gone.
Were you close to her also?

CHANCE
Yes. | liked Louise very
much. She was his naid.

EVE
(relieved)
Oh, his maid!... Stupid ne, |
t hought perhaps she was somneone
that you nmay have been romantically
i nvol ved with, or naybe your sister
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CHANCE
Ch no. She brought ne ny neals.

EVE
(pl eased)
O course.

Eve edges slightly closer to Chance. Chance edges
slightly closer to the cacti, is fascinated by it.

I NT. RAND S ROOM - DAY

Rand is in bed, |ooking bad. Eve, Chance and Allenby are
seated around him the two nurses stand to one side. They
all watch the President's address to the Financial Institute
on TV.

PRESI DENT' S VA CE

.1 know t hat nany of you believe
that we are on the brink of the
worst financial crisis in this
nation's history. And there are
sonme of you who would like to see
us put nmandatory freezes on prices
and wages, and then call it a
tenporary nmeasure. Well, that's
exactly what | was going to do
until this nmonent. But | have
deci ded there are no tenporary
stop gaps. So | amgoing to re-
think ny position and find
anot her solution. And, you'll be
very pleased to know that your
founder and chai r man- of -t he- boar d,
M. Benjanin Turnbull Rand, agrees
with ne on this...

(a beat)
.for once.

There is appl ause and | aughter from the audi ence.

PRESI DENT' S VO CE (Cont'd)

(after appl ause)
Chauncey Gardiner, M. Rand's close
friend and advisor, was at our
meeting this norning. | found M.
Gardiner to have a feeling for
this country that we need nore of.
He |ikened us to a garden..
...To quote M. Gardiner, a nost
intuitive man, 'As long as the
roots of industry remain firnmy
planted in the national soil
t he econoni c prospects are un-
doubt edl y sunny.'

Rand starts coughing, breathing heavily. Allenby and
the nurses rush to his bedside. Allenby shoots a quick
| ook to Eve and Chance.
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ALLENBY
(rmotioning toward door)
I think you should | eave.

Eve and an interested Chance | eave the roomas Al enby
admi nisters aid to Rand.

PRESI DENT' S VO CE (Cont' d)
Gentlenmen, let us not fear the
inevitable chill and storns of
autum and winter, instead, |et
us anticipate the rapid growh
of springtime, let us await the
rewards of sunmer. As in a
garden of the earth, let us
|l earn to accept and appreciate
the tines when the trees are
bare as well as the tines when
we pick the fruit.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - HALLWAY - DAY

Eve and Chance stand in silence near the pal mcourt. Eve's
eyes are swollen, red, she has been crying. She turns to
Chance, reaches out, touches his hand.

EVE
(hesitates)
dtmo
(pause)
...I"mvery grateful that you're
here, Chauncey.. .

(pause)
...Wth us...
CHANCE
So am |, Eve.

Al I enby cones out of Rand's room his nood is serious.

ALLENBY
... This has been an exhausting
day for Ben... He's resting
confortably now. There's no
cause for alarm..

M's. Aubrey approaches.

MRS. AUBREY
M. Gardiner, | have a tel ephone
call for you, Sidney Courtney.

CHANCE
... Tel ephone call?

MRS. AUBREY
Yes, Sidney Courtney, the
Fi nanci al Editor of the
"Washi ngton Post."

Chance does not react.
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MRS. AUBREY
(after a nmonment)
Wul d you care to take it, sir?

CHANCE
Yes.
Chance still does not nove. Eve mistakes this for
concern for herself.
EVE

"1l be all right, Chauncey -
you go ahead with Ms. Aubrey...

CHANCE
Yes, Eve. You'll be all right.

Chance follows Ms. Aubrey. Eve watches Chance go,
turns to All enby.

EVE
...He's such a sensitive man
so consi derate..

I NT. MRS. AUBREY'S OFFI CE - DAY

t hen

Three television sets are on. Ms. Aubrey hands a phone

to Chance, he looks at it, uncertain.

CHANCE
(after a nmoment, into
phone)
...Hello.

I NT. WASHI NGTON PCST - COURTNEY' S OFFI CE - DAY

SID COURTNEY, a man in his fifties, wears a runpled wool

j acket, snokes a pipe.

COURTNEY
Hello, M. Gardiner. |'msorry
to disturb you, but | watched
the President's speech at the
Fi nancial Institute today, and
I wondered if you have any
comments on the neeting that
took place between M. Rand,
the President and yourself.

| NTERCUT - MRS. AUBREY' S OFFI CE/ COURTNEY' S OFFI CE -

CHANCE
The President is a nice person
| enjoyed it very nmuch.

COURTNEY
Good, sir. And so, it seens,
did the President - but we woul d
li ke to have sone facts; such as,
uh... Wiat exactly is the

DAY



rel ati onshi p between yourself and
that of the First Anerican
Fi nanci al Corporation?

CHANCE
| think you should ask M. Rand
t hat .

COURTNEY

O course. But since he is il
I"'mtaking the liberty of asking

you.
CHANCE
(wat ching three
TV sets)
Yes, that is correct. | think

you should ask M. Rand that.
Courtney doesn't understand but continues his questioning.

COURTNEY
| see. Then one nore quick
guestion, M. Gardiner

Chance hangs up the phone, watches the TVs.

Courtney listens to the dial tone, then puts the receiver
down.

COURTNEY
(to hinself)
No wonder he's so close to
Rand. .

72 I NT. MRS. AUBREY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Ms. Aubrey puts a call on hold, speaks to Chance who
is still intrigued by the three televisions.

MRS. AUBREY
M. Gardiner, | have the producer
of the 'Gary Burns Show on the
l'ine.

CHANCE
Yes, | have watched that on
t el evi si on.

MRS. AUBREY
O course. They would Iike you
to appear on the show tonight.
The Vi ce- Presi dent was schedul ed,
but he had to cancel, and they
asked if you woul d be interested.

CHANCE
Yes. | would |like to be on
t el evi si on.

VRS. AUBREY
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Chance turns back to the televisions. Ms. Aubrey talks
to the producer.

MRS. AUBREY
(into phone)
Hello, M. Hull... M. Gardiner
has agreed to do the show. .. Yes,

I"I'l tell him The show will be
taped and then shown at ten o'clock
but he's to be there at seven.

I NT. EVE S BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Eve is on the phone while being attended to by a MANI CURI ST
and a HAI RDRESSER. Eve talks to Sophie as if they weren't
there as one wig is taken off, another is put on

EVE

(into phone)
... Are you kidding? O course
["1l bring him | promse - but
"Il get Ben to suggest it...
Hands of f, Sophie - this one's
mne... No, | haven't done that,
but give me tinme... Yes, be sure
and watch the 'Burns' Show to-
ni ght, you'll see what | nean..
Ben? Onh, he's okay - he's got
his ups and downs. .

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - EVEN NG

Chance wears a vel vet bathrobe, watches TV. WIson and
Perkins lay out a suit, shirt, tie, etc. There is a KNOCK
at the door.

PERKI NS
Excuse ne, sir.

Per ki ns answers the door, it is Eve.

EVE
(entering)
Chauncey, | wanted to wi sh you
well. | know you'll be just
smashi ng.

CHANCE

(rising)
Thank you, Eve.

EVE
And Benj ami n sends along his
best wi shes.

CHANCE
How i s Ben feeling?

EVE
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He's tired, Chauncey - but he's
goi ng to watch you tonight.
W' || both be wat ching.

CHANCE
That's good. | like to watch
t oo.

EVE

| know you do - you and your
tel evision...

(a pause)
... Good luck, Chauncey.

Eve inpul sively steps forward, kisses Chance on the cheek.
Chance sniles at her. Eve returns the snmle, then | eaves
the room Chance sits back down, watches TV as W] son
and Perkins attend to his clothes with a whi skbroom

I NT. WASHI NGTON POST - RESEARCH ROOM - NI GHT

A worman, KINNEY, sits behind a stack of paperwork. She
has a downcast expression as Sidney Courtney, followed by
three staffers, enters the room

COURTNEY

(to Staffers)
...Grdiner is laconic, nmatter-
of-fact. The scuttlebutt is
that he's a strong candi date
for one of the seats on the
Board of First American.

(to Kinney)
... Kinney, what did you cone up
with on his background?

KI NNEY
(after pause)
... Not hi ng.
COURTNEY

...Skip the levity, Kinney -
what have you got ?

Kl NNEY
(anot her pause)

.l realize this sounds banal -
but there is no information of
any sort on Gardiner. W have
no material on him- zilch..

The roomis quiet.
INT. TV STATION - CORRIDOR - N GHT

Chance is intrigued by the the surroundi ngs as MORTON HULL
gui des hi mthrough the corridor

HULL
O course, M. Gardiner, your
position in the financial
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community carries a |lot of

wei ght, but what caught Gary's
attenti on was your down-to-
eart h phil osophy.

CHANCE
| see.

They wal k a while through the corridor

HULL
(maki ng conversation)
Do you realize that nore people
wi || be watching you tonight
that all those who have seen
theater plays in the |ast
forty years?

CHANCE
Yes. It's a very good show.

Hul I takes Chance into the makeup room
EXT. Al RPORT - N GHT
AIR FORCE 1 taxies to the ground.
INT. AIR FORCE 1 - N GHT
The President sits on a couch in one of the conmpartnents
on the jet. Wth himare six of his STAFF, Kaufnman
i ncl uded.
PRESI DENT
What do you nean, no background?

That's inpossible, he's a very
wel I known nman!

KAUFMAN
Yes, sir - we are aware of al
that, but still, we haven't been
able to...

PRESI DENT

(interrupts)
He's an advi sor and cl ose persona
friend of Rand's! For Chri st
sakes, they have volunes of data
on Benj ani n!

KAUFMAN
Yes, M. President, | plan on
contacting M. Rand as soon as..

PRESI DENT
(again interrupts)
I do not want Benjam n Rand
di sturbed! You have other ways
of gathering information than to
trouble a dying man. Use whatever
agenci es are necessary to put to-
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gether a detailed history of
Chauncey Gardiner, if you run
into problens, alert Honeycutt.
(he stands)
Have it in ny office at seven
in the norning.
(he starts for door)
I've got to take a |eak

KAUFMAN
Ri ght, chief.

As the President goes to the Men's Room two of the aides
reach for tel ephones.

I NT. TV STATION - CORRI DOR/ MAKEUP ROOM - NI GHT

A PACE comes through the corridor carrying a glass of
water. He turns into the nakeup roomto reveal Hul
sitting next to Chance in front of the mirror. The
makeup man, COLSON, works on Chance as he watches the
guest preceding himon a TV nonitor that is reflected
inthe mrror.

PAGE
(gi ves Chance water)
I thought you might need this
about now, M. Gardiner. It
gets real hot under these |ights.

CHANCE
Thank you. | amvery thirsty.

The Page | eans agai nst the door janb, snmiles if anyone
| ooks at him

HULL
(briefing Chance)
Now, if Gary wants to interrupt
you, or ask you a question,
he'll raise his left forefinger
to his left eyebrow.

CHANCE
(to Col son)
Nurse Teresa did Ben's makeup

COLSON
(1 aughs)
h? Did she do a good job?

CHANCE
Yes, very good

On the TV, GARY BURNS finishes with his guest and the
band goes into a hot instrunental nunber.

COLSON
(a last mnute dab)
kay, M. Gardiner, |ooks like
you' re up.



Hul I | eads Chance out of the makeup room Col son sits

and watches the TV nmonitor. The Page, his back to Col son,
careful ly picks up Chance's water glass so as not to snear
the fingerprints, then |l eaves the room On the TV nonitor,
t he band pl ays, the audi ence appl auds as Burns introduces

Chance.

80 I NT. RAND LI MOUSINE - N GHT

BURNS (on TV)
| always find it surprising, M.
Gardiner, to find nmen |ike your-
self, who work so intimately with
the President, yet nanage to remain
relatively unknown.

CHANCE (on TV)
Yes. That is surprising.

BURNS (on TV)
... \Vell, your anonynmity will be
a thing of the past from now on.

CHANCE (on TV)
(doesn't under st and)
I hope so.

BURNS (on TV)
(a beat)
Yes...of course. WlIl, | assune,
since the President quoted you, that
you agree with his view of the
econony.

CHANCE (on TV)
Whi ch vi ew?

Appl ause and | aughter fromthe TV audience.
81 I NT. ALLENBY'S ROOM - NI GHT
Al | enby wat ches, concerned as to which way it will go.

BURNS (on TV)
(a beat)
Well, the President conpared the
economny of this country to a
garden, and stated that after a
peri od of decline a tinme of
growth woul d naturally foll ow

CHANCE (on TV)
Yes, | know the garden very well.
| have worked in it all ny life.
It is a good garden and a healthy
one;

82 INT. RAND S ROOM - NI GHT

Rand is in bed. Eve sits in a chair next to the bed,
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squeezes Rand's hand in the excitenent as they both watch
Chance on television. Teresa and Constance watch in
t he Backgr ound.

CHANCE (on TV - cont'd)
its tress are healthy and so are
its shrubs and flowers, as long as
they are trimed and watered in the
ri ght seasons. The garden needs
a lot of care. | do agree with
the President; everything
will grow strong, and there is
plenty of roomin it for new trees
and new flowers of all kinds.

The TV audi ence appl auds Chance and Constance quietly
| eaves the room

I NT. WH TE HOUSE - PRESI DENT' S BEDROOM - N GHT

The President and First Lady are in bed together watching
t he show.

BURNS (on TV)
So you're saying, M. Gardiner
if the Stock Market coll apses,
and unenpl oynent keeps i ncreasing.
that this is just another season
so to speak, in the garden?

The First Lady cuddles up to the President.
I NT. RAND LI MOUSI NE - NI GHT
Chance continues to watch hinsel f.

CHANCE (on TV)
Yes. In a garden, things grow - but
first sonme things nmust wther; sone
trees lose their | eaves before they
grow new | eaves. .

I NT. THOVAS FRANKLI NS BEDROOM - N GHT

Franklin, the attorney that evicted Chance, cones out of

t he bat hroom brushing his teeth. His wife, JOHANNA, is

in the bed absorbed in the show. Franklin sits on the end
of the bed.

CHANCE (on TV - cont'd)
...And if you give your garden a
lot of love, and if you work very
hard and have a | ot of patience,
in the proper season you will see
it growto be very beautiful..

More applause fromthe TV. Franklin |eans closer to
t he set.

FRANKLI N
(puzzl ed)
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It's that gardener!

JCOHANNA
Yes, Chauncey Gardi ner

FRANKLI N
No! He's a real gardener

JOHANNA

(1 aughs)

He does talk like on, but |
think he's brilliant.

BURNS (on TV)
Well, that's very interesting,
M. Gardiner, but, what about
the bad seasons?

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - N GHT

Constance is in Chance's closet searching through his
cl ot hing. Finding nothing, she checks the | abels on
his suits, copies themin a notepad.

BURNS ( Cont' d)
(on TV)

Such as prol onged droughts that
have w ped out crops, disastrous
wi nters, hurricanes? Doesn't a
country need to have soneone in
charge that can see it through
such crises? Don't we need a
| eader capabl e of guiding us
t hrough the bad seasons as wel |
as the good?

CHANCE
(on TV)

Yes. W need a very good gardner
Const ance continues her work in the closet.
I NT. PRESI DENT' S BEDROROM - NI GHT
The President and First Lady are very attentive.

BURNS
(on TV)
| realize this might be a difficult
qguestion for you, M. Grdiner -
but there are a |l ot of us around
the country that would like to hear
your thoughts on the matter.

CHANCE
(on TV)

I under st and.

BURNS
(on TV)

Do you feel that we have a 'very



good gardener' in office at this
time, M. Gardiner?

PRESI DENT
... That bastard..

CHANCE

(on TV)
Ch, yes. It is possible for one
side of the garden to be fl ooded,
and the other side to be dry..
Some plants do well in the sun
and others grow better in the cool
of the shade.

The First Lady noves closer to the President.
88 I NT. HOTEL LOBBY - NI GHT

A group of ELDERLY BLACK PEOPLE sit in the | obby, watching
the show on an old bl ack-and-white TV

CHANCE (on TV - cont'd)
..It is the gardner's responsibility
to take water fromthe fl ooded area
and run it to the area that is dry.
It is also the gardner's responsi -
bility not to plant a sun-loving flower
in the shade of a high wall...

During the precedi ng speech, Louise, the maid fromthe Ad
Man's house, chatters.

LOUI SE
Cobbl edegook! Al the tine he
tal ked gobbl edegook! An' it's
for sure a Wite man's world in
Anerica, hell, | raised that boy
since he was the size of a pissant
an' I'll say right now he never
| earned to read an' wite - no sir!
Had no brains at all, was stuffed
with rice puddin' between the ears!
Short - changed by the Lord and dunb
as a jackass an' | ook at hi mnow
Yes, sir - all you gotta be is
white in Anerica an' you get whatever
you want! Just listen to that boy -
gobbl edegook!

There is a chorus of "Anens" as she finishes.
89 I NT. RAND LI MOUSI NE - NI GHT
Chance wat ches hi nsel f.

CHANCE (on TV - cont'd)
...t is the responsibility of
the gardner to adjust to the bad
seasons as well as enjoy the good
ones.



Chance changes channels to a Ganme Show.
90 | NT. PRESI DENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
The President and First Lady still watch Chance.

CHANCE (on TV - cont'd)
I f the gardner does his job,
everything will be fine.

PRESI DENT
Ch, Jesus..

Audi ence appl ause is heard on TV.

BURNS (on TV)
Bef ore we take a break..
What sort of gardner woul d
you be?

CHANCE (on TV)
(with confidence)
| ama very serious gardner

BURNS (on TV)
I'"msure you are, M. Gardiner
(1 ooks at canera)
W' Il be right back

As a commercial cones on, the President rolls over in bed.
The First Lady reaches out, puts a conforting hand on his
shoul der.

91 I NT. RAND' S ROOM - NI GHT

The commercial is on TV.

RAND
He's a renmarkabl e man, remarkable..
(to Eve)
You're fond of himtoo, aren't
you, Eve?
EVE
(a beat)
.Yes, | am Ben.
RAND

That's good... that's good.
Rand | ooks up as Constance cones back into the room
RAND
Const ance! \Were have you been?
You m ssed the whol e show - Chauncey
was wonder ful .

92 I NT. FRANKLIN'S BEDROOM - N GHT

Franklin shuts off the commercial on TV, is talking on



t he phone.

FRANKLI N
Ckay, Sally, I'll see you in
twenty minutes

Frankl i n hangs up the phone, scurries around getting
dressed. His wife, Johanna, sits grimy in bed.

FRANKLI N
(notices her |o00k)
I won't be long, |I've just got

to talk to her about this Gardiner..

JOHANNA
(turns over in bed)
Good ni ght .
FRANKLI N
Look, Johanna..
JOHANNA

(cuts himoff)
| said good night!

Franklin gives up, hurries fromthe room
EXT. RAND MANSI ON - NI GHT
Sonme of the household staff are lined up appl audi ng

Chance as he steps fromthe |inobusine. Perkins and
W son cone forward.

W LSON
Bravo, sir! You were outstandi ng.
Qut st andi ng!

PERKI NS

May | take your coat, M. Gardiner?

CHANCE
Yes. Thank you, Perkins.

Per ki ns nods, takes Chance's overcoat, allows everyone
to enter the house. Once al one, Perkins quickly searches
t hrough the coat pockets, finds nothing.

I NT. PRESI DENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
The First Lady is snuggled up close to the President,

caresses his body. After a nonent, it becones clear
to her that he is not up to the occasion

FI RST LADY
...Darling... \What's wong?
PRES| DENT
.l can"t... | just can't right
now... I'msorry, dearest... |

just can't...
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The First Lady | ooks at himfor a beat, then turns, lies
on her back and stares at the ceiling.

I NT. RAND S HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Rand is in his wheelchair, stripped to the waist. Eve
stands nearby. Chance breathes deeply, enjoys the oxygen
Al l enby and the nurses prepare four separate injections
for Rand, which Allenby adninisters to himduring the
scene.

RAND

(with some effort)
Senator Rowl ey's w dow i s hosting
a reception tonorrow ni ght honoring
t he Sovi et Ambasador and | think
it's rather obvious that Robert
won't allow nme to attend. So,
Chauncey, you would be doing ne a
great favor if you would escort
Eve, and go in ny place.

CHANCE
Yes. | would like to escort Eve.
RAND
Good. Together, the two of you
shoul d create quite a stir - | can

al ready hear the gossip.

EVE
.Ben, really...

RAND
...You possess a great gift, Chauncey,
of being natural. And that, ny boy,
is arare talent - tonight on television
you were strong and brave and didn't
noralize. | hope the entire country
was watching - the entire country.

Al |l enby gives Rand the |ast injection
I NT. COCKTAIL LOUNGE - NI GHT
An 'in' neeting place for the upper-niddl e Washi ngton

D.C. crowd. Thonmas Franklin and Sally Hayes sit at a
table, drinks in front of them

FRANKLI N
...t didn't nake any sense to
me at all. | didn't know what

the hell he was tal ki ng about. .

SALLY
It wasn't meant for
us, Tom - he was talking to the
masses. He was very clever,
keeping it at a third grade
| evel - that's what they under-
stand. ..



FRANKLI N
Yeah? Well, | don't understand why
he was in Jennings' house? Wat was
up his sleeve when he pulled that stunt
with us? What was he doing? And why?

SALLY
Wio knows..? Maybe the gover nnent
had sonething to do with it

FRANKLI N
You know, Sally - he nmade a
fool out of me, ...and you know

what that neans, don't you?..
It nmeans that any political future
| had is right down the toilet!

The CAMERA begins to slowy nove away fromthe table,
t he sound of Franklin's voice continues.

FRANKLI N (cont' d)
...Jesus, the thought of spending
the rest of nmy life as an attorney,
that is really a downer... And,
Christ, Sally, | alnost forgot -
Johanna is starting to think some-
thing's going on between. ..

Franklin's voice fades into the background hubbub. The

voi ce of Kinney, the research assistant fromthe WASH NGTON
POST is heard as the canmera settles on a table occupied

by Sidney Courtney and his staff.

KI NNEY
...Sid, be reasonable - |I've been
everywhere, there's no place |eft
to check!

COURTNEY
Try again.

KI NNEY

Sure, try again - where? There's
nothing, it's like Gardiner never

exi st ed!
COURTNEY
Try agai n.
KI NNEY
It's usel ess!
COURTNEY
(coldly)

| said - try again.
Ki nney stands, shoves her paperwork across the table.

KI NNEY
Up yours, Sid. You try again,
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| quit!
Ki nney takes her drink with her as she | eaves the | ounge.
I NT. RAND MANSI ON - THI RD FLOOR HALLWAY - NI GHT
The el evat or door opens revealing Eve and Chance i nside.
EVE
(as they cone out)

"Il bet you don't have a
tuxedo with you, do you?

CHANCE
No, thank you.
EVE
Well, we can fix up one

of Ben's for you tonorrow.
Sophi e insists on Black Tie.

CHANCE
| see.

They walk in silence for a nonent. Eve stops, then
Chance.

EVE
(softly)

.1 have very few friends,
Chauncey... And Benjamin's
friends are all quite a bit
ol der. .

Eve gi ves Chance a | ong | ook, then kisses himon the
lips. She steps back, snles.

EVE
...Good night, Chauncey.

CHANCE
Good ni ght, Eve.

Eve goes into her bedrom closes the door. Chance heads
for his roomas though nothing had happened.

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE ANTE ROOM - MORNI NG
Kauf man and the five other Aides nervously await the

President's arrival. The door opens, the President
briskly enters.

PRESI DENT
Good nor ni ng, gentl emnen.
Al DES
(as one)

Good norning, sir.

The President |eads the way into the Oval Ofice.
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I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - MORNI NG

As the President goes to his desk, Kaufnman hands him a
folder. The President sits, reads it quickly, it is
very brief.

PRESI DENT
(to Kauf man)
This is not what | requested.

KAUFMAN
No, sir.

PRESI DENT
This informati on goes back a day
and a half! | want the standard

file, you know that.

KAUFMAN
Ri ght, Chief.
PRESI DENT
So...? Were the hell is it?
KAUFNMAN

We. . .uh, have been unable to come
up with any information before M.
Gar di ner appeared at the Rand's..
and, uh...

PRES| DENT
What the hell are you talking
about, Kaufman?

KAUFNMAN
VWell, we do have sone data fromthe
Bureau, but it isn't pertinent.

PRESI DENT
I'd like to hear that data
Kauf man.

KAUFMAN
Yes, sir.

Kauf man takes a clipboard fromthe man at his right.

KAUFMAN

(readi ng)
...Suits hand-nmade by a tailor in
Chicago in 1928. The tailor went
out of business in 1933, then took
his own life.
...H s shoes were hand-nade in
1936. The cobbl er has |ong since
been dead. Underwear, all of the
finest cloth, factory destroyed by
fire in 1948. The man carries no
indentification; no wallet, no
driver's license, no credit cards.
...He carries one itemalong wth
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him a fine Swiss Patek-Phillipe watch
made in 1887, but there is no
record of where or when it was
pur chased.
... Conputers have anal yzed Gardi ner's
vocal characteristics; it is inpos-
sible to determ ne his ethnic back-
ground, they feel his accent may be
northeastern, but they will not
commit to that.
...Fingerprint check proved negative,
no identification possible.

(a pause)
...That's it, M. President.

The President stares at Kaufnman for a beat, then speaks
into his intercom

PRESI DENT
Mss Davis - 1'd like ny eggs
poached this norning, please.

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - MORNI NG

Chance is in bed, a tray on his |lap, eating breakfast.
A pile of the norning's newspapers |lie at the foot of
t he bed, untouched. The TV is playing, Chance watches
as he eats. There is a knock at the door.

CHANCE
(wi thout turning

fromTV)

Cone in!

Eve enters, wearing a robe over her nightgown.

EVE
Chauncey! Have you seen the
papers?

CHANCE
No, Eve. | don't read the
papers.

EVE

(nmoving to bed)

Well, it seenms you' ve been

descri bed as one of the architects

of the President's speech. And

your own conmments fromthe tel evision
show are quoted side by side with

the President’s.

CHANCE
| like the President. He is a
very nice nan.

eve
(sits on bed)
I know. ..
(a nonent)



...So are you, Chauncey..

(anot her

monent ,

Chance wat ches TV)
...Do you mnd ny being here,

l'i ke this?
CHANCE
(a bite of toast)
No, Eve. | like you to be here.

Eve smles, noves a lit

tle closer to Chance.

EVE

... You know, Chauncey... |
want us to be...

(with difficulty)
I want us... You and | to
becone... close... | want us

to beconme very cl ose, you know. ..?

CHANCE

Yes, Eve. | know t hat.

Eve suddenly begins to

cry, sobbing quietly at first,

then losing control, the tears flowing freely. To

confort her, Chance put

s his arm around her shoul der,

nearly tipping his breakfast tray. Eve responds to

his touch, draws cl oser
does his best to avoid

, holds Chance tightly. Chance
slipping his breakfast, keep an

eye on the Tv, and to confort Eve. She begins to caress
Chance, running her hand over his body. She ki sses him
his eyes, his neck, his lips, his ears. Chance does not

return the | ovenaking,
hersel f, stops. She Ili

and Eve eventually catches hold of
es quietly beside Chance for a

time, regains her deneanor, then speaks.

...I"mgrateful

EVE
to you, Chauncey...

I woul d have opened to you with a

touch, and you
(Chance,

know t hat ..
conf used,

turns to her)

...But you're s

EVE (cont'd)
o strong - | can

trust nyself with you..

Yes, Eve. [|I'm
you didn't open

| know you are,
| appreciate wh
to wait...unti

There is a | ong nonent,
robe and noves toward t

CHANCE
very gl ad that

EVE

Chauncey... And
y you' ve deci ded
L.o.ountil..,

then Eve rises, straightens her
he door.

EVE

(stoppi ng by door)
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.1 do | ove you, Chauncey.

Eve | eaves. Chance eats his once-warm scranbl ed eggs and
wat ches "M . Roger's Nei ghborhood" on TV.

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - ALLENBY' S ROOM - DAY

Al lenby is at his desk, searching through the Washington
D. C. tel phone book. He finds a nunber, dials.

ALLENBY

(into phone)
M. Thomas Franklin, please.

(a wait)
I's Thomas Franklin in?

(a beat)
Yes, this is Dr. Robert Al enby,
woul d you please tell M. Franklin
that | would like to talk to hin®
It concerns Chauncey Gardi ner.

I NT. RAND S ROOM - DUSK

Rand is in bed, very still, deep in thought. Teresa and
Constance work in the background.

EXT. SOPHE S - N GHT

Chance wears Ben's tuxedo and Eve is done to the teeth
as they energe fromthe linousine and are net by the
press: a couple of reporters, 5 photographers and a
mni-camcrew froma local TV station

REPORTER #1
M. Gardiner, what did you
think of the Posts' editorial
on the President's speech?

CHANCE
(smling for photogs)
| didn't read it.

REPORTER #2
But sir - you must have at | east
glanced at it.

CHANCE
No. | did not glance at it.
REPORTER #3

M. Gardiner, the New York Tines
spoke of your 'Peculiar brand of
optimsm' what was your reaction
to that?

CHANCE
(continues to pose
for pictures)
| did not read that either

REPCORTER #3



Wl |, how do you feel about that
phrase, 'Peculiar brand of
optim sn®?'

CHANCE
I do not know what it neans.

REPORTER #2
Sorry to persist, sir, but it
woul d be of great interest to
me to know what newspapers you

do read.

CHANCE
| do not read any newspapers.
| watch TV.

There is a noment of silence as the reporters digest this.
The TV Reporter sniles, questions Chance.

TV REPORTER
...Do you nmean, M. Gardiner, that
you find tel evision's coverage of the
news superior to that of the news-

papers?
CHANCE
(flatly)
I like to watch TV.
TV REPORTER
Thank you, M. Gardiner
CHANCE
(thinks the interview
is over)

You' re wel cone.

Chance turns and goes toward the house, Eve foll ows.
the TV Reporter turns to the TV canera

TV REPORTER
Well, that is probably the nost
honest admi ssion to conme froma
public figure in years. Few
men in public life have the
courage not to read newspapers.
None, that this reporter has net,
have the guts to admit it.

104 INT. SOPHI E' S - EVEN NG

Chance and Eve nove through the hallway toward the Living
Room

EVE
I've never seen anyone handl e
the press the way you do,
Chauncey - you're so cool and
det at ched
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CHANCE
Thank you, Eve.

They nmove on to reveal the Black Tie Reception in progress,
crowded with Anbassadors and other such dignitaries.
SOPH E ROALEY, the hostess, cones rushing toward to greet

t hem

I NT. WASHI NGTON, D. C. COCKTAIL LOUNGE - N GHT

The sane | ounge as before. Sidney Courtney sits at the
same table as earlier, only this tine with the editor
of the Washi ngton Post, LYMAN STUART. Courtney puffs
on his pipe as he speaks.

COURTNEY
...lt"'s strictly runor at this
stage, Lyman - just sonething
in the wnd..

STUART
Sonmet hing rather big in the
wind, 1'd say. So whose files
were destroyed? The CIA s or
the FBI's?

COURTNEY

| don't know. But we should
start nosing around, see if we
can talk to sone people..

The CAMERA begins to slowly MOVE AWAY fromtheir table.

STUART
What is it about his past they
are trying to cover up?

(his vol unme fades)
...Acrinmnal record? A
menbership in a subversive
organi zati on? Honosexual
per haps?

The SOUND of Stuart's voice dissolves into Thomas
Franklin's as the CAMERA SETTLES on Dr. Allenby and
Franklin sitting at a table nearby.

FRANKLI N

...And he told us that he had been
living there since he was a child,
wor ki ng as a gardener. He showed
us a roomin the garage, where he
said he stayed, and I... Well, |
didn't really believe him of
course - but why the act? He
nmust have been invol ved on sone
maj or financial |evel with the
deceased. . .

(catches hinself)
M. Jennings, but our firm has
no record of any such transactions.



ALLENBY
Hmm  You say he showed you
hi s garden?

FRANKLI N
Vell, he said it was his, he
wal ked us through it.

ALLENBY
| see.
(leans close to
Frankl i n)
M. Franklin, | nust ask you and

M ss Hayes to keep this incident
with M. Gardiner to yourselves.
There's no telling what he was

i nvolved in, and the matter may
be extrenmely confidential. So
pl ease, not a word.

FRANKLI N
O course, Doctor, | understand.

ALLENBY
Fine. Thank you, M. Franklin.

FRANKLI N
Certainly, glad to be of help.

Al'l enby rises, |eaves the bar.
106 INT. SOPHE S - N GHT

Sophi e pulls Eve and Chance to AMBASSADOR SKRAPI NOV and
his WFE. As they arrive, Eve steps in front of Sophie and
nmakes the introduction.

EVE
M. Chauncey Gardiner, let ne
i ntroduce you to the guest of
honor, H s Excell ency VI adi nar
Skr api nov, Anbassador of the
Sovi et Uni on.

Chance warm y shakes Skrapi nov's hand with both of his own.

CHANCE
(stunbl es over name)
Hello... His... Hs..

SKRAPI NOV

Del i ghted, M. Gardiner..
(a nod to Eve)
Ms. Rand, delighted.

SOPHI E
And this is Ms. Skrapinov.

Chance smiles at Ms. Skrapinov as The Anmbassador puts
am arm around him



SKRAPI NOV
(to Chance and Eve)
You nust sit with us, ny
friends, we have nuch to
di scuss.

CHANCE
| agree.

SOPHI E

(tugs at Eve)
Come, Eve, let's let the nen
tal k.

(to Chance and

Skr api nov)
Wul d you two excuse us for
a nonent ?

SKRAPI NOV
Regretfully - we shall yield the
pl easure of your conpany to

ot hers.
CHANCE

Yes, Eve. | shall yield, too.
EVE

Fine. You two have a nice chat.

Skrapi nov | eads his wife and Chance to their table as Eve
and Sophi e nove through the crowd.

EVE
(with self-inmportance)
You see? Didn't | tell you?

SOPHI E
Oh, I"'mso glad you brought him
it makes everything perfect.
(1 ooks back at Chance)
He's very, very sexy - don't |et
me alone with himfor too Iong..

A smiling Senator Jensen conmes out of the crowd.
SENATOR JENSEN
Ms. Rand! How good to see youl

EVE
Vel |, Senator Jensen

SENATCOR JENSEN
| certainly would like to neet
M. Gardiner.

EVE
' msure you woul d.

Eve turns away, Sophie foll ows.



As they are net by the Senator, we CUT
107 INT. SOPHE S - N GHT

Chance is seated between Anbassador Skrapi nov and his
wife at their table.

SKRAPI NOV
(rmoves chair close
to Chance)

Considering the gravity of your
econonic situation, M. Gardiner
shoul dn't we, the diplomats, and
you, the businessnen - get together
nore often to exchange our thoughts?
What does a Russi an know about

busi ness? On the other hand,

what does an American know about

di pl omacy? So why not a com ng
together? An interchange of
opinion? We may find, ny friend,
that we are not so far from each

ot her, not so far!

CHANCE
(an engaging smle)
W are not so far..
(nmotions at nearness
of their chairs)
.our chairs al nost touch

SKRAPI NOV

(1 aughs)
Bravo! Bravo! Qur chairs are
i ndeed al nost touching! And
we want to remain seated on
them correct? W don't want
t hem snat ched from under us,
am | right? Because if one
goes, the other goes, and then -
booml Boonl And Boom Boomnl
And we are both down before our
time, you see? And neither of
us wants that, do you agree?

CHANCE
| certainly do.

SKRAPI NOV
Yes. Tell me, M. Gardiner -
do you by any chance enjoy
Krylov's fables? | ask this
because there is sonething..
there is sonmething Krylovian

about you.

CHANCE
Do you think so? Do you
thi nk so?

SKRAPI NOV
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So

Skr api nov
softly in
| anguage,

you know Kryl ov!

pauses, then | eans close to Chance, speaks

Russi an. Chance, havi ng never
rai ses his eyebrows and | aughs.

remai ns i npassi ve.

So

SKRAPI NOV
(amazed)
you know your Krylov in

Russi an, do you? WM. Gardiner
I must confess | had suspected

as

much all al ong.

CHANCE
(beat)

Wuld you tell me your nanme
agai n, please?

SKRAPI NOV
(sl aps Chance on
t he back)

Ho! Ho! A dash of Anerican
hurmor! VI adi mar Skr api nov!
CHANCE
Yes. | like that name very
nmuch.
SKRAPI NOV

And yours, sir - Chauncey
Gar di ner!

(i n Russian)

How poetic! Chauncey, a nane

of

uncertai n neani ng! And

Gardi ner, a bit of French,
a suggestion of a stroll through
the flowers! A beautiful nane,

ny

friend!

I NT. WHI TE HOUSE - PRESI DENT' S BEDROOM -

heard this
M's. Skrapi nov

NI GHT

A light fromthe adjoining bathroomfilters into the

dar kened b
are in bed
apart and

First Lady

edroom The President and the
. They each lie on their backs, a distance
are silent.

FI RST LADY
(after some tine)
Maybe you should talk to

sonebody, darling.

’\bv

PRESI DENT
that won't do any good.

FI RST LADY
(anot her pause)
Is it me? |Is there sonething

I've done?

PRESI DENT



Ch, no, sweetheart - it's not
you. ..

FI RST LADY
(anot her pause)
It's your damm job. It never
happened when you were a
senator. .

PRES| DENT
It's not that, | just...

The inter-Wite House phone buzzes, the President reaches
for it.

PRESI DENT
(into phone)
Yeah, Kaufman - what is it?

KAUFMAN' S VO CE
(over phone)

Chi ef, we have a break in the
case. Qur man at the Washi ngton
Post says they are working on a
story that either the CIA or the
FBI destroyed Gardiner's files
bef ore anyone could get to them

PRESI DENT
What 2 Way?

KAUFMAN' S VA CE
(over phone)
| can't say at this tinme -
neither agency will admit to a
t hi ng.

PRESI DENT
(getting out of bed)
Ckay, get Honeycutt and Bal dwi n
over here, I'Il be right down.

The President hangs up the phone as the First Lady stares
at the ceiling.

109 INT. SOPHE S - N GHT

Eve and Chance are tal king. AMBASSADOR GAUFRI DI of France
edges toward them

EVE
Chauncey, you had Anbassador
Skrapi nov eating out of your
hand, and you never told ne
you spoke Russian. That's
i ncredi bl e!

Gaufridi joins in.

GAUFRI Di
It's extrenely useful to speak



Russi an these days. Are you
proficient in other |anguages,
M. Gardiner?

EVE
M. Gardiner is a nodest nan
Ambassador Gaufridi. He
doesn't advertise his acoonplish-
nments, his know edge is for
hi msel f.

Chance snmiles, then turns away to select an hors d' oeuvre,
where he is approached by RONALD STI EGLER, a publisher.

STI EGLER
M. Gardiner, |I'mRonald Stiegler
of Harvard Books.

CHANCE
(a two-handed
handshake)
Hel | o, Ronal d.

STI EGLER
M. Gardiner, my editors and
| have been wondering if you'd
consider witing a book for us?
Somet hi ng on your politica
phi |l osophy. What do you say?

CHANCE
| can't wite.

STI EGLER

(smles)
O course, who can nowadays? |
have trouble witing a post card
to ny children! Look, we could
give you a six figure advance,
provide you with the very best
ghostwiters, research assistants,
proof readers..

CHANCE
| can't read.

STI EGLER
O course not! No one has the
time to read! One gl ances at
t hi ngs, watches television..

CHANCE
Yes. | like to watch.

STl EGLER
Sure you do! No one reads!
...Listen, book publishing isn't
exactly a bed of roses these days..

CHANCE
(mld interest)



What sort of bed is it?
110 INT. SOPHE S - N GHT
KARPATOV, an aide, sits next to Skrapinov and his wife.
SKRAPI NOV

I want to know everythi ng about
his relationship with Rand. And
found out the real reason the
Presi dent has singled himout.
(Kar pat ov takes
not es)
And | want this quote included in
t he TASS coverage. .
"Chauncy Gardiner, in an intimate
di scussion with Anbassador Skrapi nov,
noted that 'unless the |eaders
of the opposing political systens
nove the chairs on which they sit
cl oser to each other, all of their
seats will be pulled from under
them by rapid social and politica
changes.'"

Karpatov wites out the quote.
111 INT. SOPHE' S - N GHT

Eve is with SENATOR SLI PSHOD, MRS. SLIPSHOD, and DENNI S
WATSON of the State Departnent.

SENATOR
| heard that he speaks ei ght
| anguages, and on top of every-
thing el se, holds a degree in
medi cine as well as law. Isn't
that true, Eve?

EVE
Wll, | really don't know,
Senator, but it wouldn't
surprise ne

MRS. SLI PSHOD
He's very attractive.

EVE
Isn't he?
DENNI S
Yes... \Very.
112 I NT. RAND S ROOM - NI GHT

Al'l enby enters the roomquietly and stands in the shadows
wat ching Rand sitting up in bed with a |arge | oose-I eaf
type book on his lap. He has a dictaphone nike in one hand,
with the other, he noves his finger down a page and stops.



RAND
(into mke)
Sell all 750,000 shares of C.C. T.

H s finger continues down the page, does the sane to two
nore pages before stopping again.

RAND
(into mke)

...Let's see - just sell a
mllion shares of Inland O I.
(takes a beat)

Ch, and Ms. Aubrey, have
30, 000 shares of Standard
transferred into your nane.
That's for you.

ALLENBY
(steps out of
shadows)
. Ben.
RAND
(1 ooks up)
Robert... | was just cleaning

up sone | oose ends - getting
rid of some of the dead wood
so Eve won't have to put up
withit...

ALLENBY
(a beat)
...Ben, I want to talk to you
about Chauncey.

RAND
(smles)

Ch, yes - Chauncey - you know,
Robert - there's sonething about
himthat | trust - he makes ne
feel good. Since he's been
around, the thought of dying
has been much easier for ne.

Al lenby is silent and thoughtful
113 INT. SOPHI E' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Denni s Watson is a honosexual and is coming on strong
to Chance

DENNI S
...You're fascinating, M. Gardiner -
|'ve never met anyone like you in
Washi ngt on bef ore.

CHANCE
Yes, |'ve been here all ny life.

DENNI S
Real ly? Well, where have you
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been all ny life?

(Chance snil es)
Tell me, M. Gardiner, have you
ever had sex with a man?

CHANCE
(a beat)

No. | don't think so.
DENNI S

We could go upstairs right now.
CHANCE

Do they have a TV upstairs?
DENNI S

A TV? |'msure they do.
CHANCE

I like to watch.
DENNI S

You |ike to waaaaaatch? Well -

you wait right here, I'll go get

Warren
Dennis hurries off. Eve appears, noves to Chance.

EVE
Let's get out of here, Chauncey -
Let's go hone...

Eve takes Chance by the arm and they nove off.
INT. WHI TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFICE - NI GHT

The President sits behind his desk in a bathrobe, his
hair nmussed. Standing before himare GROVER HONEYCUTT,
the Director of the FBI, and CLI FFORD BALDWN, CI A Chi ef.
Kauf man stands to one side. All are red-eyed, tired,
and frustrated.

HONEYCUTT
| never gave such a directive,
M. President.

BALDW N
Nor |, sir - it would be out
of the question.

PRESI DENT
Gentlenen, | didn't call you
here at such an hour to make
accusations, | just want to
explore the possibilities.
Now, | have three questions:

Is the man a foreign agent?
O, have we suddenly found
that our nethods of gathering
data are grossly inefficient?
O, thirdly, have the nman's



files been destroyed? Now,
I'"d |i ke sonme answers.

BALDW N
Gardiner is not a forign agent,
there are now si xteen countries
i nvestigating the man. W can
rul e that out.

PRESI DENT
Very well... Can we rule out
i nefficiency?

There is silence in the room A couple of |ooks, but
si |l ence.

PRESI DNENT
| see. \What about question
three? Is it possible to
erase all traces of a man?

HONEYCUTT
H ghly unlikely, sir... In
fact, the boys around the Bureau
feel that the only person capable
of pulling it off would be an ex-
F.B.1. man.

BALDW N
(a | ook to Honeycutt)
| don't think that's entirely
true, Gover.

PRESI DENT
(to Bal dwi n)
And what do the boys around
Intelligence think?

BALDW N
Wll, M. President... They
don't know quite what to think

More sil ence, nore | ooks.
115 I NT. RAND LI MOUSI NE - NI GHT

Chance wat ches TV. Eve sits beside him her hand on his
t hi gh.

EVE
| feel so close to you, so
safe with you, Chauncey...
and Benj anmi n under st ands that,
dearest... He understands and
accepts ny feelings for you..

CHANCE
Yes. Ben is very w se.

Eve noves her hand up higher on Chance's thigh, there is
no reaction.
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I NT. RAND MANSI ON - 3rd FLOOR HALLWAY - NI GHT
Eve and Chance stand cl ose together in the hallway.

EVE
...1t's difficult to say good
night to you, Chauncey - it's
very hard for ne to | eave you.

CHANCE
It's very hard for ne, too, Eve

EVE
. Ch,

Flustered at the thought, Eve turns and | eaves. Chance watches
her go, then noves off to his room

I NT. CHANCE' S ROOM - N GHT

Chance is propped up in bed, watches an old novie on tele-
vision. The hero gives his |lady a passionate kiss and enbrace.
The scene seens to 'sink into' Chance's nind. Suddenly, Eve,
robe over her nightgown, cones into the room

EVE
Ch, Chauncey - | just couldn't stand
it any | onger.

She goes to the bed, takes Chance in her arns, starts to kiss
him when he abruptly takes Eve into his arms and ki sses her
full on the nmouth. Once done, Chance's attention returns to
the television while Eve is in a frenzy of passion. She

hol ds him kisses him runs her hands over his body.

Chance neither resists nor responds, he just watches
television. Suddenly Eve stops, lets her head fall on
Chance's chest.

EVE
...You don't want ne, Chauncey..
You don't feel anything for ne...
Not hing at all ..

Chance, feeling her sadness, gently strokes her hair as he
| ooks at TV.

EVE
.1 just don't excite you..
| don't know what you want.. |
don't know what you liKke..

CHANCE
I like to watch.

EVE
(not under st andi ng)
To watch...? To watch nme...?

CHANCE
Yes. | like to watch



EVE
(uncertai n)
...ls that all you want...?
(a hesitation)
...To watch ne...?

CHANCE
Yes. It's very good, Eve.

EVE
...But I've never done..
(anot her hesitation)

...You nean...? Wen... Wen..
Wien | do it?... Wen | touch
nmyself...?

Eve slowy gets up fromthe bed, nervously paces the bed-
room as Chance watches TV. She makes a deci sion, noves
to Chance, kisses him

EVE
(getting aroused)
Ch, Chauncey... | do love you so

nmuch.

She steps back, slips off her robe. She does not undress
any further, instead, |eans close to Chance.

EVE
One of those little things you
don't know about ne yet, darling -
I"'ma little shy.

She sniles, drops to the floor. Chance divides his attention
bet ween Eve and the TV, watching both with an equal detach-
ment. Eve becones nore and nore involved with herself,
finding i nmense pleasure with her own body. Chance changes

the channel with the renote control. Eve reaches orgasm her
body shaking violently, then a delicate trenmor. Then she is
still. Chance turns off the TV with the renpbte, turns over
i n bed.

CHANCE

Good ni ght, Eve.
A low purr is heard from Eve.
118 I NT. RAND S ROOM - MORN NG

There is a feeling of urgency as Allenby and the nurses
attend to Rand.

ALLENBY
(to nurses)
CGet set up for a transfusion
right away.

RAND
(very weakly)
...No nore, Robert - no nore
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needl es. .

ALLENBY
It's not good, Ben - I'm
sure you can feel it

RAND
| know, Robert... | know...

I NT. RAND MANSI ON - PATI O - MORNI NG

Alight snowis falling. Eve is in a fur coat, holds a
steami ng cup of coffee. Chance stands near her next to
the railing. He reaches out, catches snowfl akes as they
fall

EVE
...And | feel so free now,
Chauncey. | never felt so
acknow edged by a man...
Until | met you, | always
had the feeling that | was
just a vessel for a man
sonet hi ng that he coul d take
hol d of, pierce, and pollute.
| was nmerely an aspect of
sonmebody' s | ovemaki ng. Do
you know what | nean?

Chance turns to her, says nothing, presses the cold snow
flakes to his face.

EVE
You uncoil my wants; desire
flows within ne, and when you
wat ch me ny passion dissol ves
it. You set nme free. |
reveal nyself to nmyself and
am drenched and purged.

Teresa appears in the doorway.

TERESA
M. Gardiner. M. Rand would
like to see you.

CHANCE
Yes. | would |ike to see Ben

Chance gives Eve a warmsnmile, then follows Teresa into
t he house.

INT. RAND S ROOM - MORN NG

Al l enby, with nothing nore he can do to prolong Rand's

life, stands close to him grips his hand tightly. Teresa
shows Chance into the roomand Al lenby notions to the nurses
to leave. Chance, with a snile, goes to Rand' s bedsi de.

RAND
(sl ow y)



... Chauncey... Chauncey..

CHANCE
Yes, Ben - are you going to die now?

Al l enby wi nces.

RAND
(a weak smile)
...l"mabout to surrender the
Horn of Plenty for the Horn
of Gabriel, ny boy...

CHANCE
| see.

RAND
(reaches out to him
Let ne feel the strength in
your hand, Chauncey... Let ne
feel your strength..
(hol ds Chance's hand)

Yes, that's good... | hope,
Chauncey - | hope that you'l
stay with Eve... Take care of

her, watch over her, she's a
delicate flower, Chauncey...

CHANCE
(smling)
A flower...
RAND
She cares for you and she needs
your hel p, Chauncey... there's

much to be | ooked after..

CHANCE
Yes. | would like to do that.
RAND
.My associ ates, Chauncey - |'ve

tal ked wi th them about vyou..
They're eager to neet with you..

very eager. ..
(trails off)
... Tell Eve.

Rand sl unps down, dead. Allenby checks his pul se,
to Chance

ALLENBY
... He's gone, Chauncey.
CHANCE
Yes, Robert. | have seen it
before. It happens to old
peopl e.
ALLENBY

(covers Rand's face)

turns
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Yes, | suppose that's true.

Chance reaches out, uncovers Rand's face, gently touches
the man's forehead, feels the coldness. Allenby eyes him
as Chance stays with Rand for a nmonent, then replaces the
sheet .

CHANCE
(turns to Allenby)
W1l you be |eaving now, Robert?

ALLENBY
In a day or two, yes.

CHANCE
Eve is going to stay. The house
will not be closed.

ALLENBY
(a nmonent, a | ook)
...You've becone quite a close
friend of Eve's - haven't you..
(a beat)
...Chance...?

CHANCE
Yes. | love Eve very nuch.

ALLENBY
| see...
(anot her beat)
...And you really are a gardener
aren't you?

CHANCE
(bri ghtens)
Yes, Robert - | am

(a smile at Allenby)
"1l got tell Eve about Ben now,
Robert .

Chance | eaves the bedroom All enby watches himgo, then
sits back in a chair, his head spinning.

EXT. RAND ESTATE - DAY

Rand's funeral services are being held on a hill overl ooki ng
the mansion. Six distinguished-1ooking men stand near Rand's
casket, which is placed on a concrete block. They are the
PALLBEARERS. The Rand mausoleumis fifty yards further up
the hill, while the MOURNERS, all close friends and associ ates
of Rand's, stand fifty yards down the hill fromthe

pal | bearers

Chance stands with Eve and Allenby. The President of the
United States is before the m crophone, which feeds

| oudspeakers

for the Rand servants lined up in front of the mansion

PRESI DENT
.1 know that Ben said keep it
smal | and quiet... No eul ogi es,



no fanfares... And | don't want

to go against Ben's w shes. But

| thought it would be good, while
our close friends carry Ben to
his last resting place, to read
fromhis quotes, which |'m sure
wi | | have special neaning to al

of us who are gathered here today.

Wth this, the Pallbearers pick up the casket and begin
the chore of taking it to the mausoleum It is hard
wor k.

PRESI DENT
(readi ng quotes)
"l have no use for those on
wel fare, no patience what soever. .
But if | amto be honest with
nyself, | nust admt that they
have no use for nme, either.'

. "I do not regret having
political differences with nmen
that | respect; | do regret,
however, that our phil osophies
kept us apart.'

"I was born into a position
of extrenme wealth, but | have
spent many sl eeples nights
t hi nki ng about extrene poverty.'

As the President speaks, Chance turns and wal ks away. Eve
and Al l enby watch as he goes toward the trees surrounding
t he area.

PRES| DENT
(conti nues reading)
"Wen | was a boy, | was told

that the Lord fashi oned us from
his own imge. That's when
deci ded to manufacture mrrors.'

'"Life is a state of mnd.'

The Pal | bearers are enroute, they are all breathing
heavily. JAMES DUDLEY, a powerful industrialist, speaks.

DUDLEY
Yes, | agree, Maxwell would be an
excel l ent man for the job - but
he's boring, he would never take
an el ection.

SEVELL NELSON, a corporation Chairman, speaks.
NELSON
Correct, the people of this
country need to be awakened.

PETER CALDWELL, another executive:



122

123

CALDWELL
What about Lawson? He's
charismatic, exciting..

DUDLEY
A bit too exciting, I'mafriad..
Once they start bringing things
up about his background.

VEEBB, Rail road noney:
\EBB
Well, gentlemen. Tinme is running
out, we nmust cone to a decision

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Chance, his unbrella under his arm wal ks through the woods.
He stops by a tree, brushes sone snow froma branch, noves on

EXT. RAND ESTATE - DAY

The President is still reading Rand's quotes.
PRESI DENT
(reading)

"The world parts with Rand, and
Rand parts with the world: A
fair trade, don't you agree?
Security, tranquility, a well-
deserved rest: Al the ains |
have pursued will soon be
realized.'

Eve is concerned about Chance, she turns to Al enby.

EVE

(quietly)
|'ve got to find Chauncey.

She | eaves the funeral, heads toward the trees.

PRESI DENT

(readi ng)
..."l1 do not know the feelings
of being poor, and that is not
to know the feelings of the
majority of people in this
world. For a man in ny position
that is inexcusable.

The Pal | bearers near the nausol eum they are struggling.

DUDLEY
But what do we know of the man?
Not hi ng! W have no inkling of
hi s past!

NELSON
Correct, and that is an asset.
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A man's past can cripple him
hi s background turns into a
swanp and invites scrutiny.

CALDWELL
...Up to this tine, he hasn't
sai d anything that could be used
agai nst him

NELSON
The response from his appearance
on the 'Burns Show was over-
whel mi ng; mail and tel ephone
response was the highest they
ever had, and it was ninety-five
percent pro!

CHARLI E BOB BENNET, a Texas oil mllionaire;

BENNET
Vell, I"'mcertainly open to the
t hought - it would be sheer

| unacy to support the President
for another term

LYMAN MJURRAY, a banker

MURRAY
Exactly. That is why | agree
with Ben's final w shes, and
I firmy believe, gentlenen
if we want to retain the
Presi dency, that our one and
onlt chance is Chauncey Gardi ner

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Chance happens on a tree with a cracked Iinb, hanging to

the ground. He stops, inspects the break, runs his fingers
along the split of the bark. He looks to the ground, notices
that an end of the linb has fallen on a seedling, bending it
double. Chance pulls the Iinb away, then kneel s beside the
seedling. He renoves an expensive pair of suede gl oves, and,
with gentle fingers, brushes the dirt and snow away fromthe
seedling. Chance glances up to the remaining |inbs of the

| arger tree which could fall and threaten the energing tree
He unfl ods his unbrella, places it over the seedling in a way
to give it protection, yet still allowit to receive |ight
fromthe winter sun. Chance stands, and is putting his gloves
on when Eve appears, running towards him

EVE
(breat hl ess)
Chauncey! Chauncey!

CHANCE
(1 ooks)
Hel l o, Eve.

EVE
(hol ds hi m)



Ch, Chauncey, darling. Where were
you? |'ve been | ooking for you.
| was scared

CHANCE
Yes. 1've been | ooking for you
too, Eve

She hugs himone nore time, then | eads hi mback from whence she
came. The President can still be heard readi ng quotes.

PRESI DENT' S VO CE
(in the distance)
I've lived a lot, trenbled a lot,
was surrounded by little men who
forgot that we enter naked and
exit naked and that no accountant
can audit life in our favor.

THE END



